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MAHATHI R SAI D 2001 | N UGANDA TO FOCUS ON ATTRACTI NG FDl

LANGKAW, Nov 21 (Bernamm) -- Next year's Southern Africa Internationa
Di al ogue (SAI D 2001) to be held in Kanpal a, Uganda, will focus on
attracting foreign direct investnment (FD') into devel oping countries, Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d today.

Attracting FDI into these areas has al ways been one of the probl ens
faced by themand SAI D 2001 in August would find a way to overcone that, he
told a nmedia conference at the end of the heads of state and gover nment
di al ogue sessions at the Langkawi |nternational D al ogue 2000 (LI D 2000)
her e.

This year's LID focused mainly on how to manage gl obal i sation and find
ways for devel oping countries to adapt and prepare for the New Econony.

Dr Mahathir said LID 2000 al so touched on the need to comunicate nore
bet ween t he heads of governnent and senior officials and the setting up of
"hubs" ampbng participating countries of the smart partnership novenent.

He said, "This norning we decided on certain structural matters, mainly
in the setting up of 'hubs' in each country, the question of financing the
"hubs' and the structure of the 'hubs'."

The Conmonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent Ltd (CPTM, a
co-organi ser of LID 2000, had proposed the setting up of 'hubs' in each
participating country. 'Hubs' will be the instrunents under the smart
part nershi p novenent where the governnment and private sectors as well as
| abour uni ons, nedia and social groups will interact anbng each ot her and
share their experiences in resolving national and public/private sector
i ssues.

Dr Mahathir said the participants al so agreed that some of the issues
di scussed i n Langkawi such as gl obalisation, non-tariff barriers and
intellectual property rights would be foll owed up through the nationa
"hubs' of each country.

He said: "We have decided on this issue. W should have some comon
stand so that when we participate in the various international fora, we
will put forward simlar views."

Asked on the financing aspect, Dr Mahathir said it would be financed by
Conmonweal t h menber s, business sector and governments involved in the smart
part ner shi p novenent.

CPTM which is based in London, functions as a network which acts as a
catal yst and a clearing house for cooperative effort anmong nenber
governments, the business sector and professionals.

Dr Mahat hir said di scussi ons between CPTM fel |l ows and nedi a experts at
a special session here cane to the conclusion that there was a need for an
alternative source of news originating fromthe countries concerned

Sonme of the news reported by sone nedia organi sations, especially on
devel oping countries, was far fromthe fact and was di storted, he said.

Dr Mahathir said: "W need to get the real news, otherw se we will nake
wrong concl usi ons about our fell ow menbers. So, there is no harmin having
anot her source for conparison purpose...we should have at | east another
ref erence source."

He said the alternative channel of news could not be created overnight
as the smart partners had to give tinme for various newspapers to cone
aboard.

Dr Mahathir said at the noment Asia has the Asian News Network (ANN)
that |inks many of the region's newspapers and hel ps to bal ance news from



Wi re services.

This thing coul d be expanded to radio news as well as video clips, he
sai d.

Touchi ng on the framework for managi ng gl obalisation under the snart
partnership novenent, Dr Mahathir said several matters on this issue were
di scussed and the participants had achi eved consi derabl e progress in terns
of their understandi ng and knowl edge of the way forward.

He said: "W now know how to progress and how to deal with these
matters. Whether we are affected or not...it's another matter but we now
under stand t he probl em nuch better and we know t he way forward."

On social issues, Dr Mahathir said the social issues group conprising
mai nly the First Ladies discussed the effects of killer diseases, including

mal ari a whi ch was ranpant in sone African countries due to the ban on DDT.
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