08 JUNE 2000
MAHATHI R- MSC
MAHATHI R CALLS ON MATSUSHI TA TO PLAY BI GGER RCLE I N MsC

By: Ghazeny Mahnud

TOKYO, June 8 (Bernamm) - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today invited
Japan's Matsushita Electric Conpany to play a bigger role in hel ping
devel op Mal aysia's Miultinmedi a Super Corridor or MSC

The Prime M nister expressed the hope that Matsushita would participate
ina big way to further boost the devel opment of the MSC

Si nce 1965, he said, the relationship between the Japanese conpany and
Mal aysia had grown not only in ternms of investnents and exports but also in
terms of |ocal snmall and medi umscal e i ndustri es.

Mal aysia wanted to further inprove its technol ogi cal know how and
Mat sushita was advanced in research and devel opnent, he said during his
visit to the Matsushita Miltimedia Centre here

"We hope to learn nore fromyou in technol ogy and busi ness nanagenent.
We are also inviting you to participate in the MSC," he said.

Dr Mahathir added: "lInvestors with MSC status are given certain
privileges and we hope Matsushita would participate in a big way."

He al so said Mal aysia needed the cooperation to produce nore
know edge- based wor kers.

In a speech earlier, the Japanese el ectronics and el ectrical consuner
product multinational said its total production in Ml aysia had reached
approximately RVWP billion and it enpl oyed sone 30, 000 workers.

"Qur export from Mal aysia had grown to about RMF billion," executive
vi ce president Masayuki Matsushita said.

In the conming years, he added Matsushita woul d focus nore on devel opi ng
net wor k consumer electric and el ectronic products and systens and creating
new lifestyles in a digital network society of the 21st century.

During the visit, Dr Mahathir toured the conpany's H | House, a future
home concept for the year 2003, and sone product denonstrations at its AV
and CC systens Square. Dr Mahathir arrived in Japan yesterday to begin a
week-1 ong working visit. -- BERNAVA
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