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MAHATHI R DENI ES REPORTS OF RI FT BETWEEN H M AND DAI M

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today denied reports that there was a rift between hi mand Fi nance
M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n foll owi ng the appoi nt mrent of Datuk Nor Mhaned
Yakcop as his Special Adviser on financial matters.

"There had been reports of this rift between ne and Tun Daimfor ages,"”
he said, adding that ever since Tun Daimjoined the government, there had
been tal k of Tun Dai mnot getting along with Dr Mahathir.

"Yet at atinme of crisis, he joins the government and hel ps to sol ve
our problens,"” he told a press conference at the end of the first day of
t he 54th UVMNO general assenbly here.

However, despite all these talk and reports of the so-called rift, Dr
Mahat hir said their relationship had been cordi al

"We still smile and hug each other and still run the governnent quite
successful ly," he added.

Asked whether Tun Daimhad indicated intention to quit from his cabinet
post, Dr Mahathir said the finance m nister had made a condition before
re-joining the governnment that his tenure woul d only be tenporary and t hat
there was a shortage of skills and talents in the cabinet then.

The prime minister said he believe that once the econony was turned
around to its pre-crisis level, Tun Daimm ght want to resign.

"That was the condition he made in returning to the governent. He
al ways made it very clear that he doesn't want to stay in the governnent
forever. Unlike others, he does not vie for any post in the party," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

When pressed by a reporter on whether Tun Dai mwoul d resign soon, he
said "I don't know. You pray for the econony to turn around to eight
percent per year."

Asked to coment on his presidential address this norning that the
Mal ays were too choosy in ternms of the type of enploynment, the prinme
mnister said it was a natural phenonenon.

However, he said it should be renenbered that when the Ml ays refused
to undertake heavy and dangerous jobs, they would eventually | ose their
i nfl uence and hold on the country.

"That is why we have to explain and train themso that they will change
their culture (Sebab itu kita perlu perjelaskan dan | ati h nereka supaya
budaya nmereka bertukar)," he added.

He al so said the governnent had a way to change this m ndset but
whether it wanted to do it or not was another natter. -- BERNAMA
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