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MAHATHI R HAS HECTI C UNCTAD SCHEDULE

By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

BANGKOK, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is here attending the 10th United Nati ons Conference on Trade
and Devel oprment (Unctad X), has a hectic schedule with neetings |ined up
with regional |eaders and top UN and Unctad offcials.

Precedi ng the opening of Unctad X by Thai Prime M nister Chuan Leekpai
later in the afternoon today, Asean |eaders and UN officials would hold a
roundt abl e di scussion on political, security and devel opnment issues.

Dr Mahathir will be the | ead speaker for devel opnent issues during the
tal ks, in which Laos and Canbodi a woul d provi de additional remarks on the
Mekong Basin and Human Resource Devel opnent.

Asean heads of governnent are al so schedul ed to neet Japanese Prine
M ni ster Keizo Cbuchi to discuss reformof the international financial
architecture, globalisation and Asean-Japanese cooperation, anong ot her
i ssues.

Dr Mahathir will have discussions with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
in the evening and receive Chuan after that.

Most significantly, his presence at Unctad X will be his presentation
at the first plenary session scheduled to begin at 7.30 pmlocal tine (8.30
pm Mal aysi an tine).

Dr Mahathir, who is the first speaker, is expected to call on Unctad to
play a nore definitive role in ensuring that devel opi ng economies too gain
fromthe nuch-touted globalisation and liberalisation initiatives.

O her speakers include I ndonesian President Abdurrahman \Wahi d,

Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong and Cbuchi .

O her | eaders are al so expected to take the opportunity to hold
bilateral talks with Dr Mahathir on the sidelines of Unctad X

Establ i shed i nh 1964, Unctad is the principal organ of the UN General
Assenbly in the field of trade and devel opnent.

Al'l Unctad X events are being held at the Queen Sirikit National
Convention Centre here.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here yesterday acconpanied by wife Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, is scheduled to | eave for home at 9. 30 tonight.
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