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Mahat hi r - Medi a
MAHATH R RAPS DETRACTORS OF H GH TECH PRQIECTS

SHAH ALAM Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has strongly criticised the foreign nedia for questioning the
governnment's investnent in high-tech projects, such as the Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MSC) and Malaysia's ability nmake them successful

Speaki ng at the opening of Ericsson Mbile Comunications Sdn Bhd, near
here, he said Mal aysi ans have a proven ability to undertake any project
successful ly.

"The negative sentinments expressed about the MSC have been heard
earlier on the national car project, the new Kual a Lunmpur |nternationa
Airport, the Kuala Lunpur City Centre and the currency controls that have
rescued Mal aysia fromthe Asian economc crisis.

"Al'l these have proven to be successful. Is there is any reason to
bel i eve these naysayers now, when they have been wong everytine in the
past," he said.

Dr Mahathir said some of the detractors have called Cyberjaya a ghost
town, although it was inpossible to build an entire city in a few nonths.

"I'n Cyberjaya, we have built large buildings in nonths but not the
entire city. This takes years," he said.

Cyberjaya is the world's first intelligent city being built within the
MSC, a 750 sq km zone south of Kuala Lunpur designated as a hub for the
devel opnent of multinedia products and services.

Dr Mahathir said that considerable progress had been nmade in Cyberjaya
devel oped at the site of the former Geenfields Estate, acquired just in
1997.

He said that the new y-conpleted Miultimedia University already housed
some 3,000 students and teaching staff from around the worl d.

By the end of the year, he said, schools and parks, anong ot hers, would
be largely conpleted to conpl ement the basic infrastructure which was ready
since July | ast year

"Importantly, all the office space under construction or conpleted are
already fully tenanted," he said.

Sonme 100 MSC status conpani es were expected to nove into Cyberjaya by
Septenber this year, he said.

The strength of the MSC is also derived fromthe diversity and breadth
of compani es whi ch have obtai ned MSC st at us.

"Whil e sone target the global nmarket, others aimto serve Asia and the
regi on," he said.

The Prime M nister expressed confidence that Ml aysians have a secure
future in the know edge econony largely due to the results achieved by the
MSC t oday.

He said that the MSC project currently nmet all the major nil estones set
for it.

"W now have 300 MSC status conpani es including 34 web-shapers. These

conpani es toget her have projected investnents of RVMB.4 billion in 1999 and
enpl oyed over 14,000 know edge workers,"” he said.
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