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Mahat hi r-t esti nony
MAHATHI R SAYS HE WLL TESTIFY | F REQUI RED BY COURT

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he would present hinself at the sodomy trial of his
fornmer deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimif the court rules that it is
rel evant for himto testify.

"If it's relevant of course | will have to go. That is the law. There
is nothing | can do about it," Dr Mahathir told reporters here when asked
to comment on a defence request for his testinony in the trial.

Dr Mahathir was approached after opening the "Air Freight Asia 2000
Conf erence".

He expressed hope that his testinony would be relevant to the case as
he would not Iike it to be just a kind of political stunt.

"I hope it is relevant to the case. If it is not relevant to the case
and they just want to nmake a political show of it, I don't think it is
being very fair."

The Hi gh Court is hearing today submi ssions fromthe prosecution and
t he defence on the relevancy of Dr Mahathir's testinony before deciding
whet her the prime mnister should be called to the witness stand.

Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka decided to hear the submissions after the
prosecuti on objected yesterday to the defence's nove to call Dr Mahathir as
wi tness, saying it would not be relevant to the case.

Anwar, 52, and his adopted brother Sukma Dar nmawan Sasmitaat Madja, 39,
are separately charged with sodom sing Azi zan Abu Bakar, 39, at Sukma's
apartment in Tivoli Villa, Bangsar, here at 7.45 pm between January and
Mar ch, 1993.

Anwar is serving a six-year jail sentence for corruption.
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