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KUALA LUMPUR, May 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has brushed aside a report suggesting fresh differences between him
and Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

"They have been saying that for a long tine. 1'mgoing to admt that we
don't see eye-to-eye always but in the end we reach sone agreenent which
has worked out for this country.

"OF course, he cannot agree with all the things | want to do and I
cannot agree with all the things he wants to do but we reach a consensus,"
Dr Mahat hir sai d when approached by reporters about an article in
yesterday's Asian Wall Street Journal.

The prime mnister earlier opened the 54th M C General Assenbly at the
Putra Worl d Trade Centre here.

On themreportedly having differences over the appoi ntment of a new
governor for Bank Negara, Dr Mahathir said there were several candidates
for the top central bank post including those reconmended by Dai m hi nsel f.

"But | had a frank discussion with himto see who should be the npst
sui tabl e candi date and he agreed,"” Dr Mhathir said.

The front-page AWB] article, anong others, said that a policy change
i nvol ving the proposed renoval of Ml aysia's nost experienced senior
executives fromthe boards of state agencies, could exacerbate a "grow ng
rift" between Dr Mahat hir and Dai m

It also cited other signs of tension between the two nen, including on
matters pertaining to the involvenent of a Singapore conpany in Malaysia's
t el ecommuni cations i ndustry and the appoi ntnment of a financial adviser to
the prine mnister's office.

When asked why the market was now acting "very funny", Dr Mahathir
said: "l don't understand the market...l don't pretend to understand it and
I will not learn to understand it."

Queried on specul ations of changes in the Umo office-bearers,

i ncluding the post of party treasurer, the prime nmnister said: "That is
somet hing new. | don't know about that. The press always knows better than
| do."

Daimis currently Ummo treasurer.
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