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MAHATHI R TO PROVI DE | NSI GHTS ON REVI TALI SI NG AGRO SECTOR

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, April 20 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is expected to provide valuable insights on howto turn
agriculture into one of Malaysia's engi nes of growmh on Monday.

He is expected to unveil his vision on the subject at a one-day sem nar
here on "I nvestment Qpportunities in the Agricultural Sector,” organi sed by
the Mnistry of Agriculture.

Dr Mahathir will present a keynote address entitled "The New Vi sion on
Agriculture" at the senminar, the first ever high-profile event held by the
mnistry. Agriculture Mnister Datuk Dr Effendi Norwawi said Dr Mahathir
woul d "signal loud and clear" his next vision for the country, whereby
agriculture would be transforned into one of the drivers of the
know edge- econony.

Last Septenber, the premer said his next vision after the Miltinedia
Super Corridor project would be in devel oping the country's agricultura
sector and turning Malaysia into a food producer.

"I think he will also confirmthat the governnment will give its fullest
support for this sector,”" said Effendi who did not disclose what sort of
i ncentives were on Dr Mahathir's mnd.

However, he hinted that the incentives package would nmirror those
of fered to the manufacturing sector when the governnent enbarked upon
pronoting i ndustrial activity.

"We are |l ooking at all angles to come up with the best structure that
wi || encourage private sector investnment in this sector,” he told Bernama
in an interview

The agricultural sector has taken a back seat in recent years after
Mal aysi a accentuated its focus on the industrial sector. As a result,

Mal aysi a has to spend RML1 billion to RML2 billion annually on food
i mports.

Ef fendi said under the third National Agricultural Policy (1998-2010),
t he governnment would seek to turn the agricultural sector into a nodern,
dynam ¢ and conpetitive sector which woul d be private sector, technol ogy
and mar ket -driven.

At the senminar, the private sector will be briefed on how the
government wi ||l support themto nmake this policy a successful one.

"It will be a day when we denonstrate to themthat agricultural sector
is aviable investnent. W will be showi ng the potential areas of
investment |ike fisheries, horticulture, livestock rearing, herbal and
bi ot echnol ogy.

"The ministry will be pledging its support in terns of technical,
research and devel opnent, production and narketing. W will also be
di scussing the incentives |ike financial packages for investnent in this
sector," he said.

In addition, sonme 400 participants at the sem nar, conprising the
captains of industry as well as foreign and local investors, will be
i nformed of the avail able technology in Mal aysia so they would not have to
start from scratch.

Ef fendi said international and Ml aysi an experts in various fields of
agriculture would speak at the sem nar. They include Dr Robert Lee, a
bi ot echnol ogy specialist fromthe Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy.

Lee, who is an expert in biotechnol ogy and pharmaceutical and drug
i ndustries, would discuss the potential of such industries.



Al t hough these industries tend to have | ong gestation periods of five
to 10 years, EfFendi said they would provide "very inpactful returns” to
the econony as they generated billions of ringgit worth of
busi ness. - - BERNAVA
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