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Mahat hir to reshuffl e Cabinet if Dr Ling resigns

Lokman Mansor; Kamarul Yunus
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said he will reshuffle the
Cabinet if Transport M nister Datuk Dr Ling Liong Sik resigns.

Dr Mahathir said the post of transport minister requires an experienced
m ni ster and a reshuffle will probably invol ve other mnistries as well.

"It is an inportant post. We have big plans for the transportation
i ndustry. W cannot just replace (Dr Ling) like that. W will need to make
some adj ustnents. Maybe those with nore experience will take the post and
someone new can t ake anot her | ess responsi bl e post,” Dr Mahat hir sai d.

He said this when asked at a press conference after opening the Third
Asia-Africa Forum(AAF I11) in Sungai Besi yesterday, whether there wll
be a Cabi net reshuffle soon.

Asked if he is accepting Dr Ling's resignation, Dr Mahathir said he has
not officially received Dr Ling's resignation letter. He said Dr Lingis
still the Transport M nister and can attend the Cabi net neeting today.

"If possible | would try to persuade himto stay on because he is a very
experienced man, with 14 years in the Cabi net. He has done a good work,
especially in pronoting our ports and shippinginthis country. It is a
| oss to have a man with such an experience and skill |eaving the
Governnent," the Prinme Mnister said.

Asked further, Dr Mahathir said the Transport Mnister's post need not
necessarily go to soneone fromthe MCA

It was reported that Dr Ling plans to reconmend MCA vi ce-president Datuk
Chan Kong Choy as his replacenent. It was al so reported that Dr Ling's
resi gnati on had sonething to dowith the MCA's failure to secure nore
Cabi net posts despite its strong showing in the recent general elections.

Excl udi ng Dr Ling, the MCA now has 11 representatives in the Governnent
- threemnisters, six deputy mnisters and two parlianmentary secretari es.

"As far as the nunbers are concerned, we have gi ven due consideration to
the MCA. | don't think we can just increase the nunbers |ike that wthout
upsetting other parties as well,” Dr Mahat hir said.

He said while the MCA had perforned very well in the general elections,
that shoul d not be the only basis for deciding representation in the
Gover nnent .

"Today one does well, the next day one does not do so well. As you can
see, when the MCA did not do so well, we did not reduce its representation
inthe Government. It is very bad to try and respond to a certain
situation without reading the future or the past,"” Dr Mahat hir said.

Asked to comment on suggestions that Dr Ling's resignation is part of a
strategy to resol ve his problens with MCA deputy presi dent Datuk Li mAh
Lek, Dr Mahathir said he would not want to specul ate on that.

MCA observers claimthat Dr Ling had been under fire within the party in
recent nont hs over several issues, includingthe allocation of Cabinet
posts to MCA representatives, MCA's representation in Gerakan-|ed Penang,
and ot her party problens.

It was reported that there were nowtwo canps in the MCA, those with Dr
Li ng and those supporting his deputy Lim A contest for the party
presi dency was expected at the next party el ections in 2002.

One observer even specul ated that Dr Ling's "resignation" could actually
be a political ploy to divert the antagonismdirected at him and that he
had no plans to resign anytinme soon.

Meanwhil e, Dr Ling told newsnen that he stands firmwith his decisionto



resign fromthe Cabi net but did not indicate whether he would do so after
nmeeting with the Prinme M nister today.

"There has been no change in ny decision,” Dr Ling said when asked
whet her he woul d take i nto consi deration the plea fromseveral MCA | eaders
to stay on as Transport Mnister.

Several MCA | eaders, including the majority of the party's nmenbers of
Parliament (MPs) and State Assenbl ynen visited himto showtheir support
and want himto withdraw his resignation letter.

"I will take note of all their sentinments and | et you know ny deci si on
after neetingwiththe Prime Mnister,” he told newsnen after receiving
the MCA MPs and St ate Assenbl ynen, | ed by Housi ng and Local Gover nnment
M ni ster Datuk Ong Ka Ting at his office in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Ling said sonme of the | eaders have suggested that he takes time off
bef ore deci di ng whether to resign or reconsider to stay as a mnister.

"It (my decision) could be inanmnth or so...l will also take note of
what the Prime Mnister will say to ne tonorrow before naki ng any
decision," he said, adding he will attend the Cabi net neeting today.

Prior to the neeting, Ong, who is al so MCA vi ce-president said the MPs
and State Assenbl ymen had convened a speci al neeting anong t hensel ves at
the MCA head office and decided to reject Dr Ling' s resignation.

One of the MPs, who declined to be nanmed, said their neeting with Dr
Ling later in the afternoon was the | ast attenpt by MCA | eaders to coax
the latter towithdrawhis intention to resign fromthe Cabinet.

"We are running out of time. W have to persuade him(Dr Ling) before he
neets the Prine Mnister," he said.

Bernama reports: Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
his decisionto |l eave the Cabinet will give others a chance to fill the
vacancy created by his resignation.

"I't will give another person a chance to replace ne," he told reporters
attendi ng a dinner in conjunction with the 107th anni versary of the
Sel angor and Federal Territory Restaurant Operators Association in Kual a
Lunmpur | ast night.
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