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AERCSPACE- YAMAZAKI
MAHATHI R VI SI TS CYBER FACTORY, SME AERCSPACE BUYS HI GH TECH MACHI NES

By: Ghazeny Mahnud

NAGOYA, June 7 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's aircraft parts maker SME
Aer ospace today signed an agreenent for the purchase of state-of-the-art
comput eri sed tooling machines, worth RML1.5 million, from Yamazaki Mizak
Cor por ati on.

The contract for 10 conputer nuneric control (CNC) machi nes woul d be
primarily dedicated to fulfilling a contract between SME Aerospace and BAE
Systens, which was expected to be awarded by the end of this nonth for the
producti on of Boeing 767 parts, SME Aerospace said.

"The “parts' contract value is about RMBO million for 10 years. This
value will increase to RVMROO million once SME Aerospace is ready to take on
nore jobs," SME Aerospace said in a statenent at the signing cerenony at
t he headquarters of Yanmmzaki Mazak Corporation here.

The nmachi ne purchase contract signing, witnessed by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who is currently on a working visit, was
participated by SME | ndustries group nanagi ng director Tan Sri Ahmad Johan
and Mazak's executive vice president Tony Yanmazaki .

CNC machi nes, especially Mazak's five-axis machining centre, played an
important role in such jobs, the SME Aerospace statenent said. SME
Aerospace is a subsidiary of SME I ndustries.

Mazak's contract included technical support to enable SME Aerospace to
optim se the nachines fully, the statenent said.

It was reported that Ml aysia was poised to becone a maj or aerospace
conmponents maker within the next five years to grab a share of the world
mar ket in this high-tech business.

Tan Sri Ahmad Johan, who is also president of Airod, said the industry
woul d be boosted by another contract worth RM700 million with the sane
UK- based conmpany i n the next couple of nonths.

The statement said BAE systemwas seriously considering Malaysia in
produci ng the wing of the new RIX Regional jet that was | aunched earlier
this year.

"The negotiations are at the final stage now. The BAE systemteamwil |
be in Kuala Lunmpur at the end of this nonth to finalise the agreement,” it
sai d.

"The job will not only give Ml aysia the benefit but nore inportantly,
it will propel Malaysia to be the top aerospace centre in South East Asia,"”
t he statenent added.

Dr Mahathir arrived here earlier today to begin his week-Iong working
visit to Japan. Soon after arrival, he toured Mazak's high-tech facility
and visited the cyber factory - the first of its kind in the world - where
i nformation technol ogy and nultimedia are utilised for nmaxi mumefficiency.

This is not the first tinme that SME Aerospace has produced precision
machi ne parts for aircrafts as it had nade parts for Boeings 757 and 767
under a smaller contract with Shin May WA of Japan two years ago.

A Mazak conpany official said SME Aerospace was now a world player in
ai rcraft conponent manufacturing.

On the devel opnent of the high-tech industry, he said cooperation with
Mal aysi a woul d be conti nued.

Mazak, with plants in the UK and US, is the designer and manuf acturer
of one of the nobst nodern tooling nmachines in the world using I T and
mul ti medi a t echnol ogy. -- BERNAMNA
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