14 JUNE 2000
MAHATHI R- GROATH
MAHATHI R M SI A REMAI NS OPTI M STI C OF SUSTAI NI NG STRONG GROWH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 14 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday said Mal aysia renai ned optimstic of sustaining its
positive growth despite sonme expectations of a hard landing in the US
econony.

"W have reasonabl e hope that we can sustain our growh,"” he told a
press conference after |aunching Perodua Kenari here today.

Mal aysia's 11.7 percent first quarter growth has spurred a wave of
upgrades by foreign i nvestnment houses for the country's Gross Donestic
Pr oduct (GDP).

Replying to a question on Mal aysia's econonmi c prospects for the full
year am d predictions by sone anal ysts of a hard | anding by the US econony,
Dr Mahathir said donestic growth in the second half of this year may not be
as high as in the first and second quarter of this year.

However, he said the second half year's GDP growth would still be
hi gher than the 1999 third quarter figure of 8.1 percent.

Bank Negara Ml aysi a has forecast a GDP grow h of between 7.5 and 8.0
percent for this year.

On whet her Mal aysia woul d be able to register 8.0 percent growh for
the whole of this year, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know. We'IIl try." --
BERNAMA
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