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Mahsuri homecom ng

El i zabet h John

THE pretty 15-year-old, so photographed in so short a time, |ooked pale
and drawn by the time she reached the Radi o Tiga Langkawi studi o on her
| ast ni ght on the island.

Wan Ai shah, the seventh-generati on descendant of Mahsuri, had returned
to her fanmed ancestor's honme and the island and its people could not get
enough of her.

There were hands to be shaken at every corner, stops to be nmade for
fl ashi ng caneras and endl ess questions fromthe curious.

Peopl e seened as fascinated with the young girl as with the | egend that
ties her to the island.

The tragic tale of beautiful Mhsuri, unjustly accused of adultery and
sentenced to die, has |eapt out of textbooks, and becone al nbst tangible
with Wan Ai shah's presence here | ast week.

The curse, believed to have brought destruction and doomto the island
and was to last for seven generations, lifted only after the birth of Wan
Al shah.

As the | egend goes, Mahsuri was the object of envy of the village
headnman's wi fe Wan Mahora. She accused Mahsuri of adultery with a handsone
mnstrel visiting the island while Mahsuri's husband, Wan Darus, was away.

Anot her version cones from Wan Ai shah's home, Phuket. Here it is said
that Mahsuri rejected the advances of Wan Darus' brother who tried to
seduce her while her husband was away.

Irate at having his advances turned down by Mahsuri, the brother-in-|aw
wrote to Wan Darus, accusing Mahsuri of adultery.

Wan Darus, who was away trading in Namoi at the Ligor-Senggora border,
was so angered that he ordered his wife be put to death.

The | ocal chieftain, Datuk Pekerma Jaya, imediately ordered that the
death sentence be carried out.

According to nost versions of this | egend, white blood spouted from
Mahsuri's body when stabbed with her own keris, signifying her innocence.
She was said to have uttered a curse in her dying noments, saying that

Langkawi woul d not prosper for seven generati ons.

After her death, Mihsuri's husband and son noved to Phuket.

Accordi ng to Ranml ee Mohaned Shariff, a nmenber of the Kedah branch of the
Mal aysi an Hi storical Society who researched the subject extensively for
his degree in History, there are at |east 14 versions of this story.

He said nost of the versions were handed down orally and had many
di fferences between t hem

Which of the 14 versions, if any, is to be believed?

This seened a key question anbng sone Langkawi fol k during Wan Ai shah's
four days in the country.

Brought here on a trip organised by the Utusan Group in conjunction with
t he Langkawi Devel oprment Aut hority's 10th anni versary, Wan Ai shah received
a rousing wel cone at the airport conplete with konpang and bunga manggar

She was acconpani ed by her father Wan Nawawi , not her Sumaini Yayee,
gr andf at her Wan Hashi m younger brother Mihanmad Yi han and several other
fam |y nmenbers

Despite the overwhel m ng response Wan Ai shah and her famly received in
Langkawi , there were al so sceptics. Many of these called up during the
phone-in session with Radi o Tiga Langkawi and asked how anyone really knew
Wan Ai shah was a descendant of Mahsuri .



Wil e research and studies, including the ones carried out by the Kedah
Hi storical Society and the Kedah Museum were cited as proof of thorough
wor k havi ng been done to ascertain WWan Ai shah's |i neage, a curious
i nci dent convi nced sone doubters of her link to Mahsuri.

On her second day in Langkawi, Wan Ai shah and her famly menbers
gathered to witness a play based on the | egend whi ch was staged at the
Langkawi I nternational Book Village in Lubuk Sem | ang.

It had been raining all norning but the skies cleared shortly before the
pl ay. However, when the character playing Mahsuri was stabbed, Wan Ai shah
began to cry and nonents | ater, when the curse was sai d al oud, a sudden
burst of rain and the clap of thunder jarred the crowd.

Whet her a coi ncidence or not, it earned a respectful silence fromthe
400-strong crowd who had gathered for a glinpse of Wan Ai shah.

Wi | e WAn Al shah said she was aware of the | egend, she did wonder what
the fuss was all about.

"My grandfather told ne many tinmes about Mahsuri and Langkawi but | am
very surprised by the response | have received here," she said.

Up till last week she was Sirintra Yayee, an average school - goi ng Tha
girl who received no extra attention or special treatnent back horme in
Kanmpung Kenml a, Phuket.

However, this young girl, suddenly thrust into the linelight in a
country she does not call home, anbng strangers speaki ng | anguages she
cannot understand, says she has enjoyed the experience.

"I don't mnd the attention but there are tines... well, when | feel tak
selesa or tired," she said, speaking with the help of an interpreter.

Her schedul e in Langkawi was a gruelling one. She arrived to a Press
conference on the evening of May 30 and this was foll owed by a dinner.

The next day began early with her attending a function titled "A Day
Wth Mahsuri's Descendants"” at the Langkawi International Book Village
Amphi theatre in Lubuk Semilang where the earlier nmentioned play was
per f or ned.

The hundreds gathered there, many of whom were students, gave her
presents and t ook photographs, sone standing | ess than a nmetre away and
snappi ng as nmany photos as they could before she was whi sked away to the
next desti nati on.

At Mahsuri's grave, the same thing happened, as tourists and | ocals
rushed to take photographs and shake her hand.

Many canme up to speak to her in Bahasa Mal aysia and found thensel ves
goi ng away bew | dered when she | ooked bl ankly and replied in Thai instead.

One ol d man caught behind a long Iine of curious onl ookers even ran
after the entourage, stopped themand asked to see Wan Ai shah's face.

In the afternoon, she had | unch at Kanmpung Tok Seni k and this was
followed by a re-staging of the play witnessed earlier in the norning at
the Laman Padi conplex - minus the nysterious climatic changes this tine.

Here she was met by Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir
Shei kh Fadzir who invited Wan Ai shah and her fanily to nmake Langkawi their
horre.

W thout pronmpting or hesitation, her reply was: "I was born in Phuket
and this is nmy home so | naturally have ties to Thailand. But give nme sone
time to finish ny education in Thailand and sone tine to think about the
nove. "

This was quite an about-turn fromearlier statenments where Wan Ai shah
said she would like to live and study here.

Several nenbers of the Press who had been foll owi ng her throughout her
stay remarked that she may have changed her favourabl e view of Langkawi
after having been on her feet all day, exhaustion showi ng on her face and
di sturbed by the constant attention.



Later, WAn Aishah, dressed in traditional Malay garb and a veil,
attended the 9pm |l aunch of the Fiesta Langkawi where she was introduced to
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

After this, she was believed to have gone for a photo session until the
wee hours of the norning.

Early on her third day in Langkawi, she had to catch a 7.30amferry to
the mainl and for an audience with the Sultan of Kedah, |uncheon at the
Kedah Cafe and return to Langkawi for the Radio Tiga interview

She arrived a little late, unsmling and refusing food. It was obvious
t hat Wan Ai shah had had enough.

Resting for about 10 minutes, she launched into a one-hour interview,
answering at |east 30 phone calls fromlisteners in the State, nmany
speaking to her in her native Thai.

But living up to the picture painted of her - quiet, shy and sweet - she
|istened patiently and answered politely, showing a maturity far beyond
her years.

When asked what her usual day was |ike, this Form Four student said
apart from schooling, she hel ped her family sell newspapers. She al so
liked to watch television in her spare tine.

This was far renoved fromher life during the three-day whirlwind trip
to Malaysia. This tinme she was on tel evision nost of the tine.

Wan Ai shah al so said she |iked school, enjoyed nmathematics and ni ssed
her friends.

"The first thing | will do when | get home to Phuket is to | ook for ny
friends and tell them about ny experiences here," she said.

Asked what she would tell her friends upon her return, Wan Ai shah said
she would tell themall she had seen, done, and how nice the people in
Langkawi had been

She returned hone to Phuket on June 2 with her famly in tow. Now we
wait to see if the fanmily will accept the generous of fer made to them and
whet her they will make the trip back to the island which their ancestors
| eft under tragic circunstances.

Asked if all she has been through had changed her |life, she replied,
after a long thoughtful pause, that it had.

"I feel like I am sonmeone special now ... | feel people respect nme and
feel a connection with the island,” she said.

She left the studio with the same sweet smile that captivated so many
for those four menorabl e days.

Wai vi ng goodbye, she was then bundled into a waiting car, police escort
and all, to attend yet another public engagenent, nore hands to shake and
photos to take.

(END)



	Mahsuri homecoming (NST 07/06/2000)

