13/ 12/ 2000

Mai ntain national unity

THI S nati on was forged out of diversity. There was a | ot of give and take
and conmpromnmi ses for it to come into being. In short there was a socia
contract of sorts. The Mal ays gave in to persuasion to nmake their country
a multi-racial one and they in turn were assured of some other rights.

O her bum putras al so enj oy these rights which cane to be known as Ml ay
rights. Thus the nation came i nto bei ng. There were many Doubti ng Thonmases
then who said the bond was too fragile for the newnation to remain so for
| ong.

It is nore than four decades now and t he nation has not only suvived but
i s progressing, devel opi ng and prospering. O course it was not plain
sailing all the way but we have grown. Four decades may not be long in the
hi story of a nation but we have had our fair share of probl enms which
sonetines even threatened the very foundati on of nati onhood. But they are
growi ng pains. We are certain to experience nore pains as we grow. Let us
regard these as pains and not as attenpts to rent asunder what we took
decades to nurture.

The Suqi u (Mal aysi an Chi nese Organi sations' El ection Appeal s Conmi ttee)
has made certai n demands whi ch go agai nst the very basis of this nation
Thus, it is understandable for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad to reiterate an earlier statenment |ikening Sugiu's actions to that
of the communi sts who wanted to abolish the special status of the Ml ays.

He made clear that his criticismwas directed only at Suqiu, especially
certain | eaders of the group, although these peopl e and t he Chi nese
| anguage newspapers had nade it appear that he was criticising al
Chi nese.

To those who are of fended, he apol ogised. It cones as a great
di sappoi nt nent, nay, abhorence, that there are people who will distort the
Prime Mnister's statenent on such a sensitive issue resultingin
suspi ci on and mi strust.

Havi ng scant regard for the ban on raising sensitive issues and
di srepect for national policies is not beconmng of a citizen. Nationa
unity is of paranount inportance and in a nulti-ethnic society such as
ours, giving in to such demands will open a fl oodgate of contentious
i ssues which will threaten to unravel all that we have done to knit
together this nation. It will also undo what has been agreed upon by our
foundi ng fathers through qui et conproni ses and consensus.

Informng this nation all the communities sacrificed certainrights and
all of it came together in an unspoken social contract. It can be viewed
as the basis of order and stability, loyalty and obedi ence to a Gover nnent
fair toits citizenry. In essence, it is a quid pro quo whereby
concessi ons and conprom se are the order of the day.

Taking this further to present day society, what is it that our
citizenry want at the end of the day? The Governnent of the day has a
devel opnent agenda whi ch no social, political or cultural evol ution can
supersede. The lines are clearly drawn and all comunities accepted this
when the | eaders sat down to talk of their future and the future of their
hormes nore than 43 years ago

The adm ni stration cannot eschewthe econom ¢ concerns that have brought
progress and devel opnent to the country and given a nore nmeani ngfu
quality of life to the different comunities

The Governnent just cannot accede to Sugi u's denmands. To do so woul d be



undoi ng the foundation laid by our forefathers. Assenting once will also
mean that there will be no end to sinmlar demands by ot her communiti es.
Consi dering the prevailing social and political circunmstances, it is
i mprudent to raise such i ssues especially in a society such as ours. To
guot e Rousseau, Man has to "consult his reason rather than study his
inclinations" and this is not a sacrifice of his true interests.
( END)
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