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THE Mal ay speci al status and acconpanyi ng benefits or otherw se are
not hi ng new - they were there before and during British colonial rule - so
it isreally nothing to get excited about.

The futile British attenpt to abolish it via the much-hated London-

i mposed Mal ayan Uni on in 1946 was vehenent|y opposed by what seened to be
a docil e race. Tha Mal ays may even now seemconpl i ant, but that doesn't
mean that they are tractable.

Not only have the special privileges been entrenched in the Constitution
and becone a sensitive i ssue, but the constitutional provisions have been
extended to the natives of Sabah and Sarawak, the descendants of the
Portuguese i n Mal acca and the "native Thais" in the nothern states.

Just i magi ne what coul d have happened i f there had been no Mal ay speci al
privil eges.

Despite the many di sadvant ages, our nelting pot has, and i s undergoi ng
rapi d political change, devel opnent and noderni sati on.

The sea-change pronpted Si ngapore's Senior M nister Lee Kuan Yewto
visit us last week. What he said publicly is well-reported. Wat he said
inprivate, incisive or otherwi se, remains private and i s nuch nore vita
for good KL-Si ngapore rel ati ons.

Lee Kuan Yew has sai d nothing, not even given a hint, that to nove
forward we shoul d change the vital ground rul es for Mal aysi an politics. He
knows what will happen if any one group tries to gel a nation out of
diversity in 43 years instead of 300 years.

What seens of great interest to himand Singapore is the resulting
portrayal of the political nobilisation and who will | ead the nation's
anchor conponent, and about t he enmergence of new bum putera | eaders in
their early thirties on either side of the Malay divide who are credibl e,
cl ean of noney politics, the i deas men and wonen rat her than busi ness
peopl e. They nmust not only be credi bl e and cl ean but perceived to be so.

None of the basic factors that made Mal aysia what it is today has
changed nor can it be discarded. Indeed, it has even made di scussi on on
t he subj ect deadly dangerous as a result of tactless remarks and the
passi ng of resol utions which can never be i npl enented anyway.

| agree with noderate voices on all sides that the special rights and
privileges of the Ml ay-bum puteras and the Chi nese not her tongue and
ot her fundanental rights are entrenched in the Constitution for political
realism no |l asting harnmony, and hence prosperity, can exist and be
sustained in a nation where the definitive race is di sadvant aged.

And for those who cannot understand this truism | quote an editorial in
The Sun on Sunday, " May 13 (1969) renmins a searing | essoninthe
practical val ue of ensuring social justice. It was no surprise then that
remar ks by a businessman and the 17-point reformdemands of certain
Chi nese groups provoked a strident response from13 Ml ay- based
organi sations. "

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has cal med the restive
Mal ays by reiterating for the hundredth tine that the Governnment (and he,
personal ly) will not step backward. Transl ation: the Social Contract
stays. The Contract has sustai ned peace, given prosperity and enri ched
bot h Mal ay- buni put eras and ot her Mal aysi ans, the Chinese in particular.
Further callous remarks will only make thi ngs worse. The matter of Ml ay
privil eges and Chi nese | anguage are al ready set in stone.



So, | ask those who keep harping on these settled and entrenched i ssues
to cease forthwith or in future fromtenpting trouble. As The Sun says -
Let's cool it, please before things becone untenabl e.

| appeal to the Ml ay-bumi puteras to be | ess enotional. Equip yoursel ves
for k-econony and prepare to neet the harsh realities of globalisation. If
you do not want to be constantly belitttled "in their own |land", the cure
is very sinple: consolidate your political power, otherw se you are
destined to be "alittle and anirritant race". Unl ess you are strong in
every sense (like the Singaporean majority), a particul ar group of people
wi Il nmake their demands based on their terns as they have al ready di ctat ed
the terms in conmerce and industry.

The Star says, "The youthful and new Menteri Besar-designate of Sel angor
Dr Mohamad Khir Toyo, (35) who will be sworn into office on Thursday,
answered sensitive questions |ike a professional."” Good for him

He tol d the nedia that Umo and he woul d defend the Mal ay speci al status
"even if it nmeans having to nake great sacrifices". And he represents not
by any neans the ol d guard, rather the contenporary young Ml ay-
bum puteras. He has, if anyone doubts, reflected the feeling of his
contenporaries. Translation: Discontinuity is out and will be resisted.

Inthis one area, | do not believe that either horizontal or vertica
change wi Il take place, given the increasingly conplex realities of our
politics and what's happeni ng i n nei ghbouring countri es.

Dr Mohamad Khir Toyo should do well in Selangor politics though he is no
Lee Kuan Yew or Tun Razak. |If he can outperformhis contenporaries now at
the hel mof the state government, Dr Khir is the man to watch, and there
i s good reason he will be sonebody big in Malaysian politics on condition
that he scrupul ously foll ows the advice of Dr Mahathir - that he remains
amanah, bersi h dan cekap

Mal aysia wi |l continue to prosper as | ong as we continue to di scourage
t he devel opnent of group or racial consciousness in individuals within our
nel ting pot.

It only intensifies the cleavage and may, in the long term pronote
di shar nony.

We have been able to curb this danger even though we are very nuch a
fragnented society in which prinordial sentinents renmain strong.

No one i nportant or influential is courageous enough, beyond a point, to
hel p tear down this wall of division. WII David Chua (the nman who sparked
the row) have enough faith to tell the likes of himthat there is
sonet hing nore i nmportant than to question - no natter how wel |l -intended -
a settled issue via a foreign journal ?

Sorre peopl e obvi ously have not | earned how expl osive race rel ations can
beconme when confidential discussions in Mapen are | eaked out. What is the
need for racial posturing?

O her Mal aysi ans need to remenber that the posturing on meritocracy at
this juncture is unjustified, unwarranted and cal | ous. The Ml ay-
bum put eras have ri ghtly shown, even when they are weak and vul nerabl e,

t hey can respond qui ckly. Enough i s enough. Al sides nust stop jingoistic
post uri ng.

I ama senior nmenber of Mapen Il (having served in the original Mpen)
representing the ruling Umo. | did not reveal to a forei gn nagazi ne
sensitive di scussions because to do so woul d have breached t he
confidentiality of sensitive matters. Each group has its side of the story
totell. | amglad that Indians - who had nore reasons to be unhappy than
the other group - have kept their cool

They are supportive of what the Government is striving to do and | am
sure each will get what each needs which may not be all what it cherishes.
Not even Mal ay-bum puteras get everything they ask for. The Governnent has



got it about right when all sides are conpl aini ng.

As Mal aysi a devel ops, the bumi puteras will master what is crucial for a
nmodern race to survive, otherwi se they are as good as fini shed. But before
that happens, there woul d al ways be sone friction and di sconfort, a small
price to pay for peace and prosperity and progress.

Meanwhi l e, | ask all Mal aysians to accept the present political
arrangenments unreservedly. Let's nmake no m stake, this was what the high
priest of racial harnony and t he foundi ng father of this nation, Tunku
Abdul Rahman, bequeathed to us. So stop whining.

( END)
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