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THE New Year did not start off well for Ml aysians as far as safety and
the environnent are concerned, although Y2k had generally proven to be a
non-event .

Though we are in the mdst of our New Year and Hari Raya cel ebrati ons,
we certainly cannot be unconcerned about the daily road carnage, the
| andsl i des at Cameron Hi ghl ands which clained six |lives, soil erosion
|l eading to a cave-in at the highlands and the floods in the Kl ang Vall ey,
particularly along the Batu Tiga stretch of the Federal H ghway.

Al'l these have sonething to do with safety and the way we nanage our
environnent. The question is, are we naking peace with our environment?

Hi story has an inmportant | esson for humanity - a civilisation could be
destroyed if it does not nmake peace with the environnent.

It rem nds ne of the National Day nessage of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in 1994 when he called on Mal aysians to be nore
di sciplined and responsible to help curb accidents, calanities and prevent
man- made di sasters.

The Prime M nister said while Ml aysia was spared fromnatural disasters
such as earthquakes, typhoons and nassive fl oods, Ml aysi ans were pl agued
by tragedi es "that are of our own doi ng".

Judgi ng fromthe tragedi es and environnental probl ens that have occurred
so far, it is obvious that Ml aysi ans have yet to take heed of Dr
Mahat hir's nmessage. There are nmany exanpl es where di sasters have occurred
due to sheer negligence, and | ack of care, concern and responsibility.

Take, for exanple, the road carnage. The first day of Hari Raya saw 25
road fatalities in the nationwi de Ops Statik IV, the highest death tol
since the operation began on Dec 23.

Despite vari ous neasures taken by the authorities and the private
sector, road crashes continued to occur and |ives continued to be |ost.

Clearly, the problemis the attitude of our notorists and notorcyclists
which is one of the major contributory factors to road fatalities. Unless
they change their attitude and value their lives by obeying traffic rules,
more of these road users, particularly the notorcyclists, will continue to
perish on our roads.

It is ny viewthat road safety canpai gns be introduced in the schoo
curricul um

Anot her exanple is the perennial problemof flash floods.

Are all those responsible for devel opnent taking adequate neasures to
ensure that drainage systens at and around their devel opnent projects are
constantly reviewed and upgraded to i nprove structure and capacity under a
master plan that co-ordi nates present and future devel opnents?

It is hightine we develop a culture based on due care, responsibility,
discipline and efficiency if we are to nmake Mal aysia free from man- made
di sasters.
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