20/ 02/ 2000

Mal acca wants to use "Taning Sari' to draw tourists

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Mal acca Governnent will ask the Perak roya
househol d to |l oan the "Keris Tami ng Sari" for public display.

Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhaned Ali Rustamsaid the State Miseum
Corporation woul d nmeet with the Perak authorities to obtain perm ssion to
use the ancient weapon "to attract |ocal and foreign tourists to Ml acca”

The weapon was used by the | egendary Mal ay warrior Hang Tuah i n numerous
battles in the 15th century.

The artefact is believed to be kept at Istana |skandariah in Bukit
Chandan, Kual a Kangsar.

"W hope to display it during the fourth Il eg of the Mal acca Tourism
Festival which will be held at Padang Pahl awan in Bandar Hilir by year's
end," he said after briefing 34 anbassadors from Asi a, Europe and South
Anerica on the State's tourismpronotions, at Hotel |stana today.

Mohaned Ali said the tal es about Hang Tuah and his nystical weapon
during the era of the Mal acca sultanate could draw students and tourists
to Mal acca

Besides this, there were also historical sites and remmants fromthe
colonial era which could provide a better understanding of the country'
hi story.

"If you visit Malaysia without visiting Malacca, you will not be able to
understand the country's history," he said.

Earlier, Mohaned Ali said the State Government woul d t ake the
anbassadors and their wives to Mal acca soon, to visit the many historica
sites.

The entourage will also experience the State's culture and traditions
besi des sporting and health activities.

"Hopefully, when they return to their respective countries, they wll
spread the word to their people about the many attractions here and
encourage nore of their nationals to visit Ml acca."”

He added that the State Government woul d al so publish books for
distribution to foreigners and | ocal travel agencies, to highlight the
State's attractions and also its simlarities with other devel opi ng
countries which were previously under col onial rule.

The six-day festival at Persiaran KLCC whi ch was | aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast night, will also be held in
Si ngapor e and Pekan Baru

A total of 82 tourismestablishments are participating in the event
whi ch is organised by the Mal acca Government and the private sector. The
New Straits Tinmes is the official newspaper.
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