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Mal ay rights inviolate

NATURE creates all nen as equals; nurture fosters distinctions. That is
the harsh reality faced by all who enjoin to forma united nation. The
three major racial groups in the country were | ong segregated into
different milieux. The divide-and-rule policy suited the col onists. But

t he consequences were grave as it created an economi c caste systemt hat
proved to be untenable in the years after i ndependance. The dusts of one
conflagration were sufficient proof that the equation had to be changed if
the country was to nove on as one stable nation, with all its peoples
living in harmony. And so the | eaders of the | and agreed t hat speci al
rights and privil eges shoul d be accorded to Mal ays and ot her bumni puteras.
The obverse side of this policy-coin was that other races woul d not be
deprived and poverty anong all woul d be eradi cat ed.

That covenant provided the equilibriumto gal vanise the country. The
past three decades have seen nmuch economi c devel opnent that has inproved
the lives of all. But is it tine to change the fornula, as sone quarters
have asked? W agree with the Prime M nister who has pronounced it is not
the tinme to disnmantl e policies that have worked but have not yet el evated
the Mal ays to equal footing with others. Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on
Thur sday gave an assurance that Malay rights and privil eges woul d be
protected. Until, that is, the community itself deci des otherw se, that it
does not need the hel pi ng hand of the Governnent.

True, such affirmative actions mght bristle many non- Ml ays. It is sad
to behol d many students fromother raci al groups who have scored 10As
deni ed places in public universities. But intervention by the conponent
parties of the Barisan Nasional has hel ped some of these bright students
gainentranceintotertiary institutions funded by the Governnent. The
policies initiated by the Governnent are flexible. As Dr Mahat hir said, no
one is oppressed in the protecting of Malay rights. The only problemis
t he executors who opt for the letter, not the spirit, of policies.

Critics who believe non-Mal ays are margi nal i sed shoul d realise that we
do not live in an Ut hopian world where nerits preponderate and are
rewarded. They shoul d stop basing their opinions on what they perceive in
the public sector where the Mal ays have an undeni abl e advant age over
others. But Governnent hel p stops at the entrance to a tertiary education
After that, they are on their own, though they m ght receive financi al
aid. Qur public universities have a fair mx of teachers. And no self-
respecting |l ecturer would permt his students to pass through his faculty
wi t hout acquiring sufficient credits, be the student a Governnent
sponsored Malay or a sel f-financed non- Mal ay.

But after graduation, nost choose the private sector. Malay
prof essi onal s no | onger regard public service as preferred careers. They,
|ike others, desire to harvest soonest the fruits of their years of study.
But untold are the tales of discrimnation and bias they face in the
private sector. But they endure because t hey have sel f-esteem and t hey
want to succeed on their own nerits. One day, they woul d nunber a
sufficient force to voice that enough i s enough, that field shoul d be
level in both the private and public sectors. Until that day, it would be
wi se to keep debate on Malay rights and privil eges private.
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