18/ 08/ 2000
Mal ay rights stay (HL)

M K. Megan

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday assured t he
Mal ays that their rights and privileges will be protected, until they
t hensel ves say that they do not want the Government's hel p anynore

The Prinme M nister said the Government on its own woul d not take even
one step backward in this natter.

He said: "There are sone (Ml ays) who t hink they can progress on their
own. They are m staken. Wthout the Governnent's hel p, those who think
they are strong will fall flat.

"W\ are not oppressing anyone by protecting the Malay rights. In fact,
we want to develop this country. W want to even out the country's wealth
fairly among all races."

Dr Mahat hir was addressing a crowd of about 500 from 13 Ml ay
organi sati ons representing the busi ness communi ty, wonen and st udents.
Each or gani sati on subnitted a menorandumcriticising the National Economic
Action Council 11 deputy chairman Datuk David Chua for his reported
statement that the special Ml ay rights be abolished.

The statement was first reported in the August issue of the Far Eastern
Economi ¢ Revi ew.

However, Chua later clarified that he was tal ki ng about speci a
assi stance and affirmative action policies and not the rights of the
Mal ays.

Speaki ng t hrough a portable hailer, Dr Mahathir, who was visibly
enotional, said he did not want raci al m sunderstandi ng and ani nosity in
the country.

Appl auded several times by the crowd, the Prinme M nister said: "For that
reason, all races in this country need to be careful when nmaking
statements. They have the right to make statenments but it has to be done
wi thin cl osed-door nmeetings so that it could be discussed w t hout anyone
getting enotional

"It may not be a big matter to those who are naki ng such statenents in
t he open, but for others it may bring a bi gger neani ng. W al |l ow such open
di scussions, but only in closed-door neetings ... so that it would not
trigger racial hatred

"I n Mal aysia, we know that everyone has his (or her) own rights. Only in
Mal aysia are all races allowed to have their own schools and use their own
| anguage.

"They do not get this even in the devel oped countri es,
M ni ster said.

He sai d when the Ml ays opposed the Ml ayan Uni on before i ndependence in
1957, they opposed all foreigners.

The Mal ays have never deni ed anyone their rights, as such no one should
deny the Malays their rights and privil eges.

"Of late, however, there is disunity among us (Ml ays) which neant we
are weak.

"When we are weak, there are clains to drop the Malay rights."

But if and when a Mal ay | eader does not get the people's support, it
woul d be difficult to defend the position of the Ml ays.

"But Al handulillah, we are strong until now and | assure you all that we
will defend our rights," he said.

The speech and handi ng over of the nenoranduns were done on the steps of
his office at Putrajaya

the Prine



"This is a denmonstration whichis truly peaceful and w thout vi ol ence.
"We do not fight the police and security guards. It is not the Ml aysian
\l\ay. n
( END)
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