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Mal ay Rulers enminently qualified to foster unity of the ummah

Har un Hashi m

DURI NG t he Aidil Adha cel ebrations in Kedah | ast week, Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said that the Malay Rulers can play a
greater role in fostering unity anongst Miuslinms through the respective
State Religious Councils and Fatwa Councils.

He added however: "I do not know how this can be done but we do not want
the Rulers to be involved in politics."” The solution rai ses sone
interesting i ssues and i nplications.

Islamis gl obal and borderless. Al Mislins are brothers wherever they
may be irrespective of race, colour, |anguage or nationality.

The reality today, however, is that Muslinms are divided even at the
national |evel as can be seen in the tragic events taking place in

Af ghani stan, Iraq, lIran, Somalia and Turkey.

There is no problemwith the religion itself as anply denopnstrated by

the recently concluded annual Haj pilgrimge when nore than two nillion
Muslinms fromall parts of the world congregated in Arafat, M na and Mecca
to performtheir religious obligations in peace and serenity.

The root cause of infighting anongst Muslins is alnobst entirely
political. Which brings us to the Malaysian reality and the concern of Dr
Mahat hir, nay of all Miuslinms in this country, on the division of Mislins
perceptibly along political party affiliations, principally between the
menbers of Umo and Pas.

The problemis conpounded by the fact that both Umo and Pas are Ml ay-
based political parties. As all Malays are Muslins the real issue is
clouded. Is the political divide between Mal ays or Mislins?

Much of this divisionis really in the attitude of politicians - if you
are not with us then you are agai nst us - even when they belong to the
same party. Such attitudes create the inpression the Ml ays are
politically imuature or that they still live in a feudal society or have a
narrow i nterpretation of the Islamic injunction of loyalty to the | eaders.
Hi storically, however, the Mal ays have denonstrated tinme and agai n that
they are politically astute. In 1946, when the British i nposed the Ml ayan
Uni on Constitution which practically stripped the Malay Rulers of their
sovereignty and political powers and reduced themto nerely heads of the
Islamc religion in their respective States, the Ml ays rebell ed.

Their rallying point was the Malay Rulers with the battle cry "Hi dup

Mel ayu". That was half a century ago. Wth a nultiparty systemin a
parlianentary denocracy, the Malay Rulers can no | onger play the role of
uniting the Mal ays because such a role will decidedly be political.
Islamis a way of life and therefore politics cannot be separated from
religion. Indeed politicians, whether fromUmo or Pas often quote the
Quran or Hadith as authority, guidance or justificati on when naking
political statenents.

Therein lies the m schi ef because sonetinmes the statenments are regarded
as fatwa. And there are many conflicting unauthorised fatwa bei ng bandi ed
about as a neans of gaining political support.

The Malay Rulers in their capacity as head of Islamin their States do
play an active role in the issuance of fatwa as the occasion ari ses,
either by declaring a purported fatwa is wong or what the fatwa is for a
given situation. The State Islam ¢ Religious Council is enpowered to take
action agai nst fatwa of fenders.

The Malay Rulers as MuslimRulers are duty bound to foster unity of the



ummah and protect the religion. They are enminently qualified to perform
this rol e which they have been doing by graciously officiating at Islanic
functions and attendi ng Friday prayers at different nmosques throughout the
St at e.
Recently, the Yang di Pertuan Agong attended Friday prayers at the nosque
of the International Islamc University in Gonbak where the congregation
was truly international. The sernon was delivered in Arabic, English and
Mal ay. Attendance at non- Mal ay nosques wi |l enhance their Mislim
| eadership role.
In furtherance of this role, gatherings of Muslins of different
political and social interests should be organised by the Religious
Affairs Departnment at which the Ruler is given the opportunity to neet
with fellow Muslinms. Such an occasion could be a sinple feast after Friday
prayers.
The Mal ay Rul ers have consistently shown that they are capabl e of
di stingui shing between a political and a religious event. They encourage
attendance by Muslins of different political parties at religious and
soci al functions. Indeed the Sultan of Kedah conferred a Datukship on the
presi dent of Pas, Dr Fadzil Noor although his State is governed by Ummo.
Sul tan | skandar Shah of Mal acca in the 14th century and the Malay Rul ers
after himhave been the uniting force of Muslins in this country and God
willing, they will continue to play a significant role in uniting the
ummah for generations to cone.
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