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Mal ays need to scale new frontiers

Abdul | ah Ahmad

VWHEN | was appointed as political secretary to Tun Razak Hussein in

Cct ober 1963, | did not have a clear idea about its functions. | had no
staff. | was the first political secretary to be appointed fol |l owed by
anot her two days later, attached to Enci k Mohamed Khir Johari, the

M ni ster of Commerce and I ndustry.

The political and government functions soon becane m xed up and | spoke
to Tun Razak about the absurdity of conpetition for influence. To avoid
further conplications, he told nme ny main job would be to whisper, inform
advi se himand to i npl ement his decisions and those of Umo and the
Gover nent .

| didit for 13 years and the ruling party won three general el ections.
The 1964 general el ection, in spite of the I ndonesi an confrontation, was
relatively easy.

The 1969 general el ection was the nost devisive and violent which led to
the traumatic May 13, 1969 race riots. The Alliance Party was repl aced by
the Barisan Nasional (BN) on June 1, 1974 and | stood for Parlianment in
Machang, Kel antan, in the general el ection in August and won the seat with
ease, as with all other BN candidates. | was nmade a Deputy M ni ster
answerabl e only to Tun Razak. He al so appointed ne to the Umo suprene
counci | .

| have studi ed, covered and fol | owed Pas politics since 1957, first as a
reporter of this newspaper, then as an Umo politician and now |' mback
where | started.

A lot of polluted water has fl owed under the bridge since the |ast
general election. W've travelled a | ong di stance since then; | have, you
have, the country has, but the question is, have the Ml ays?

No, they haven't done as well as expected economically, educationally
and technologically. Even in politics, their position is |ess secure than
it was three decades ago. The i ntense political competition anmong the
Mal ays is partly responsible for their reduced political clout.

If in the 44th year of independence, the alleged dom nant race tal ks of
the need for a Majlis Melayu (Malay Council) to act as the guardi an of
Mal ay el an, progress and rights, then they can't possibly have attai ned
much col | ective verve nor have they I eft their orchards for plantations.
They nmust scal e new frontiers.

The 60 people | spoke to in Kual a Terengganu | ast week, all graduates,
fromdi verse political backgrounds, responded in a typically rel axed
grown-up Malay style: this is the iconoclastic 2000. It is an idealistic
period, for w shing and dream ng about the inpossible or what you fancy,
no matter how unrealistic.

Per haps, the Malay el ectorate did the ruling Umo a favour even if it
didn't feel |ike that when the devastating results hit it.

Kel ant an Umo hol ds conventions periodically. Last Saturday's was the
| at est, and many Kel ant anese ponder ed over what benefits t he feel-good
convention had brought. Has Kel antan Umo attained a newnaturity to neet
the chal Il enge of the harsh realities of Kelantan politics and Tok Guru Ni k
Aziz Nik Mat, who whether one likes it or not is viewed by a majority of
t he Kel ant anese within and wi t hout Kel antan as an I sl amic icon.

A top Kel antanese civil servant, a crypto Umo supporter, told ne:

"Kel ant an Umo has becone unel ect abl e because its | eadershipis full of
discredited old faces..."



According to a friend who attended t he convention, he found no fresh
faces in the convention hall

Anot her participant told me: "Even Datuk Mist apa Mohanmad, about the nost
decent man ever to | ead Kel antan Umo, sounded contrived; he did not ring
true when he stated "Umo wants to produce a nodel |slanic nation which
gives priority tofulfillingits fardhu ain (conmpul sory duties for Muslim
i ndi vi dual s) and fardhu ki fayah (conpul sory service or contributionsto
society)... a state which strives equally for worldly progress and grace
in the hereafter'.”

I know Mustapa well. He neans what he says.

It is one of the absurdities of Malay politics that a grow ng nunber of
Mal ays, whet her educated or sem -educated, has seem ngly cast Umo as not
doi ng enough for Islamand the Mal ays sinply because Pas states so.

Pas, and even Ummo surely, nmust drawa line. Malaysia is a | and of
religious and racial diversity.

There is not hi ng new about the Mal ay di vision, except that now it has
becone markedl y adversari al .

Kel ant an and Ter engganu are now control | ed by Pas, as they were i n 1959.

Mal ay di sunity i s not above reconciliation. Pas was a foundi ng party of
the Bari san Nasional (BN) on June 1 1974, but it was kicked out of the BN
i n Novenber 1977.

| shall not tal k about the causes of its ouster because | was then
| angui shing i n the Kamunti ng detenti on canp. | did, however, know a few
t hi ngs about why Pas j oi ned t he Bari san Nasi onal because | played arole
inits formation and in persua-ding Pas to join BN

I amnot altogether surprised why Pas refused to join the Mal ay Counci
(a proposal which was put forward by a junior mnister), for two reasons:
Datuk Dr Rais Yatimis perceived as having no political clout in Umo. He
is not even an Umo divi si onal head. The cogent reason, however, as
i ndi cated by Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor, is because he wants to be
t he hegenon of the Mal ays and Mal aysi a.

In Geek, a hegenon was a | eader anpong t he anci ent warring G eeks who
sought hegenony. Pas wants to be the | eadi ng party anong t he Mal ays and
Mal aysi ans.

The word hegenony was popul ari sed by Mao Zedong when he advi sed t he
Chi nese communi sts not to seek hegenony, but instead to dig deep tunnels
and store grain.

When Bei jing and Moscow split, the word "hegenony" becane the cruci al
epi t het of Mao's denunci ation of the attenpt by Moscow to doni nate Chi nese
conmuni sm

Li kewi se, western European communi st parties, when show ng their
i ndependence of the Sovi et Union, used "hegenony" as their attack word.
However, "hegenony" was first used as the attack word agai nst US
i nperialism

Pas is determined to west power and the | eadershi p of Mal ays from Umo,
and plucky Umo is dedicated together withits allies in the BN to deny
the anachronistic Islamsts the opportunity.

Bet ween 1948 and 1960, t he Mal ayan Communi st Party (MCP) wanted to
establish through a violent insurrection "the dictatorship of the
proletariat". The British and Mal ayan authorities euphenistically called
it the Enmergency. Pas, on the other hand, wants to i npose through
Mal aysi an denocracy and mani pul ating | slamthe "I sl am ¢ hegenony".

| do not believe there is good reason for a Mal ay Consultative Council.
The Mal ays had the First Mal ay Congress when they were united in their
opposition to the Mal ayan Uni on. But when fighting for i ndependence, the
Mal ays were di sunited as a minority of themwanted to continue living
under the protection of the British Raj.



The Mal ays now have two fiercely conpeting parties - Umo and Pas -
whose raison d' etreis to fight, protect and pronote Islamand its Ml ay
adherents, their | anguage and other legitinmate i nterests as well as that
of the non-Mal ays as provided for in the Constitution.

The difference between the two antagonists is that Umo is a well-tried
and tested ally of the non-Ml ays whereas Pas is the supposed angel the
non- Mal ays don't know.

The rift on the ground is real, but as | have said it is not
irreconciliable. They will regroup provided there is something big which
threatens Mal ay political primcy and the special position of Islam

Umo is stabl e under Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his deputy Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

Lamenting its loss of 22 parlianmentary and 55 State assenbly seats and
the State Governnent of Terengganu serves Umo no useful purpose. Neither
is feelingwrriedthat it couldreally becone irrel evant to the Ml ays.

Umo knows what to do: it nust engage in a process of renewal. Dr
Mahat hir has said in London that it will be done and the sooner the
better.

The "Anwar | brahi mfactor and t he Chi nese chauvini st chal | enge" |i nger,
but with a bit of political adroitness these can be contai ned.

Many peopl e believe, including noderate Mal ays and Muslims, that the
real source which can cause political instability is Pas' ferocious and
relentless anbitionto turn Malaysia into an |slanic theocratic state.

In a nutshell, that is the real cause of the Malay disunity today al beit
the Anwar case did contributetoit. | shall be untruthful to nyself if I
did not say this.

It's nownore than two years of incessant politicking; the nation and
all of us need a break. Let us give Dr Mahathir and Abdul |l ah a chance to
secure the support of the mgjority of mai nstream Ml ays and Muslinms and
sustai n the backi ng of non-Mal ays.

Dr Mahat hi r and Abdul | ah have got to develop a certain feel for what it
isthat will work with the post-1999 Mal ays whil e sinmultaneously keepi ng
ot her Mal aysians within the tent.

There are things which Dr Mahathir and Abullah will have to do and
cannot discuss with people, andif that inthe long termis good for this
nulti-racial nation then they will just have to do it.
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