11/ 07/ 2000

“Mal ays shoul d stop believing in nmagi ¢ and supernatural powers'

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said it was tine the
Mal ays stopped believing in magi ¢ and supernatural powers, including
becom ng i nvincible, as these perceptions were fal se and nonsensi cal .

The Prime Mnister said the community had to realise that there was no
such thing as beconming invincible after reciting sonme verses fromthe
Qur an.

"I f people can truly become invincible through that, then Muslins woul d
have ruled the world," he said after chairing a special Ummo suprene
council meeting at his official residence today.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, pointed out that the Ml ays nust
realise that even Prophet Miuhamrad suffered serious injuries during the
Battl e of Jabal Uhud.

"The uncl e of the Prophet, Sayyidina Amir Hanzah, was killed in the
battle," he said in reference to the teachings of the A -M'unah group
whi ch staged the arms heist at two arnmy canps.

The Al -Ma'unah group is said to pronote the idea that it was capabl e of
teaching its followers how to becone invincible and bathe in boiling oil

Dr Mahathir said the Malays had to realise that the only way to be able
to be a strong community was through acquiring know edge whi ch woul d nmake
t hem capabl e and conpetitive.

"We are conmmitted to ensuring that the values held by the Muslins are
all noble Islamc values which will nmake the Malay Miuslins a conpetitive
race, able to defeat any party in any field."

This, he added, would equip the Malays with a steely spirit (semangat
waj a) and nmake them successful .

"This is Umo's struggle for Islamand one which is nore capable to help
the Muslinms rather than splittng them and dependi ng on basel ess
practices."”

On devi ant groups which indiscrimtely used the concept of Jihad (Holy
War), Dr Mahathir said they used the termto justify their actions,
especially crimnal actions Iike the one carried out by the Al -M' unah
group.

Asked how t he Government woul d deal with the many silat groups which
contai ned el ements of Islamc teachings, Dr Mahathir said the matter would
be exam ned.

"Many use the spiritual (ilmu kebatinan) sometines to gain influence to
enable themto commt crimnal acts,” he said.
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