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Mal ays who do not measure up

Car ol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad t oday expressed
di sappoi ntmrent i n Mal ays whose achi evenents had fallen short of the
Government's efforts to assist them

The Prime Mnister said they could not blame their former col oni al
mast ers or ot her peopl e as the country was now i ndependent al t hough 43
years m ght not be enough tinme to nmake great progress.

Their fate is in their own hands, and God only hel ps those who hel p
t hensel ves

They shoul d not claimthat God has forbi dden their success as their own
efforts are still inadequate.

"I know!| will be severely criticised for exposing our weaknesses as
Mal ays and Bumi put eras.

"But criticismis preferable to seeing our own race being | eft further
behind. I1t's irresponsibleto enphasi se one's popul arity over inproving
one's own comunity."

The Prime M nister was speaki ng when | aunchi ng Ri da-Mara's Gol den
Jubi | ee cel ebrati ons.

Rida or the Rural Industrial Devel opnent |Industry was the forerunner to
Mar a.

He sai d sone becane very angry when t he weaknesses and w ongdoi ngs of
Mal ays were pointed out as they chose to bl anme ot her peopl e i nstead.

However, he said they must not give up hope. Mara is still relevant and
he is confident it can achieve better results.

"We know our weaknesses. W only need to rectify themand by God's
grace, we will achieve success.

"W are not less intelligent but intellect needs to be honed towards
excel | ence. "

He said without Mara, many prom nent Ml ays woul d not be here today but
at the sane tinme, Ml ays should not be overly proud of thensel ves.

"We shoul d actual | y be di sappoi nt ed when we conpare the efforts nade
with the results achieved."

He said the success of any race relied alnost entirely on its val ues.

Taki ng the exanple of tin mning, he said many Mal ays had owned | and
richintinore but instead of learning to mne, they leased it out to
non- Mal ays.

"Wy did this happen? Because Mal ays |ike to take the easy way."

He said Rida was set up in 1951 by the British to buy support for the
Mal ayan Uni on

At that tine, they thought the Mal ays' probl ens were due to | ack of
capital but while this was so, the bigger problemwas their val ues and
culture

After taking over Rida, Mara had spent billions to hel p Mal ays and ot her
Bum puteras participate in alnost all sectors of the econony.

But not only have their achievenents fallen short of the efforts or
funds expended, many have becone ungrateful .

"Some get angry when they are asked to repay their | oans. Even worse,
this attitude was deliberately incited by those who have other interests."

He said Mara had done a ot for the Mal ays includi ng spendi ng RVb
billion to send nore than 160, 000 students abroad si nce 1966, besi des
trai ni ng anot her 300,000 in Mara institutions.

On top of that, RML.2 billion had been given out in loans to 129, 000



peopl e and 4,433 retail and factory prem ses rented out to Bumi puteras.

He said the Governnment had al so set up a project to encourage
Bumi put eras run shops i n new t ownshi ps when it found too few Mal ays in the
retail business because "they are nore interested in big Governnent
contracts".

Dr Mahathir urged the Mal ays to use these opportunities well, saying
they were betraying the Governnent if they did things |like selling
subsi dised fertilisers or using EPF conputer withdrawal s on frivol ous
pur chases.

He said no governnment in the world had nade a greater effort than
Mal aysia in trying to uplift its people and to distribute wealth fairly.

Dr Mahat hir al so questi oned why only 35 per cent of the Bum putera
under gr aduat es were nal es.

"There are sonme who feel that this probl emcan be sol ved by raising the
Bum putera quota. Are we to accept those with low qualifications just to
rai se the nunber of mal e students?

"Actual |y, the nunmber of intake is not inportant. What's inportant is
those who get their degrees, especially higher degrees."

Speaking to reporters later, he said the Governnment woul d study the
problemtoidentify if nen were actual |y studyi ng el sewhere or sinply
refused to study as they preferred to rely on their w ves.

Dr Mahathir presented awards to the fornmer chairnen and directors-
general of Mara. The Tokoh Ri da-Mara award went to Tan Sri Arshad Ayob who
was | nstitut Teknologi Mara's (now university) first director.

Rida was set up in 1951 to raise rural living standards. Its first
chai rman was Dat uk Onn Jaafar. I n 1966, it was revanped and becane Mar a.
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