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Mal aysi a belongs to all (HL)

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is confident that
there will conme a day when Mal aysi ans of Chinese or |Indian descent are
accepted by all races and then, the Prime M nister need not necessarily be
a Mal ay.

He said in the sane way, non-Malay Bum puteras could also | ead the
country.

"The process in this direction had already begun. Believe nme, if we are
sensitive towards the needs of the Ml aysi an people, the i ssue of race and
descent will no | onger prevent any Ml aysian from hol di ng any post," he
sai d when opening the 47th MCA general assenbly today.

Al so present were Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi , Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k and representatives
of other Barisan Nasional conponent parties.

He said the Federal Constitution did not specify that the Prine Mnister
must be of any particul ar race.

"Ml aysi ans can achieve this by their own nethods. Work together in
politics, the econony and society, and we can end raci smand accept any
Mal aysi an as Prine M nister or for other posts," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia belonged to all Ml aysians and in the 42 years
si nce i ndependence, the races had becone so close and i ntegrated that
sonmetines it was even difficult to identify a Ml aysian by race.

He urged the Chinese community to forge a genui ne working rel ationship
with other races especially the Bum puteras for a nore prosperous
Mal aysi a.

"I't will be good if the Chinese and Bumi puteras form genuine
part nershi ps where the Bumi puteras play a meani ngful role, through which
they can gain experience and skills.

"The Ali Baba partnership where the Bunmiputera is only the "front' wll
not help in the transfer of expertise in business."

He said the Chinese would not |ose out if the Bum puteras becane better
traders, adding that the Chi nese everywhere were very adept busi nessnen.

If they shared their skills, the Bum puteras woul d becone weal t hier and
forma better market for Chinese traders, he said.

He added that Ml aysia had al ways believed in the concept of "prosper
t hy nei ghbour".

"During the econom c crisis, the Bum puteras' fragile achi evenents had
eroded badly. W have to work together to revive the Bum putera econony so
as to achieve the National Devel opnent Policy's goals," he said.

Speaking to reporters |ater about his views on a non-Malay Prine
M nister, Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for Barisan Nasional to work
towards this and not enphasise the differences between the races. People
shoul d i nst ead enphasise the simlarities.

It was up to the people when this could be achieved, he said.

On Umo's views of this, he said he thought that Umo could accept it as
the party wanted | eaders who were dedicated to the country.

"OF course, it will take tine, there will be some Umo nenbers who wil |
find this difficult to accept.

"I amnot trying to do sonething which will cause Umo nenbers to
increase their dislike for me, but I amjust stating the facts," he said.

Asked if the non-Mal ays woul d get nore Cabi net posts, Dr Mahathir said
that had to be | ooked into, but felt that it mght one day be possible for



people to no longer identify thensel ves by race.

He said the people would retain their characteristics and culture, but
consi der t hensel ves Mal aysi ans.

He said it was not for himto say if there would no | onger be race-based
political parties in the future as that depended on the future generation.
Asked if the New Econom c Policy and Nati onal Devel opnent Policy had
created a racial divide, he said they had, in fact, helped to integrate

the races.

On the rift between MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and
deputy Datuk LimAh Lek, Dr Mahathir said it was a small internal matter
and the two were mature enough to settle it.

"They don't need ny interference.”

( END)
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