28/ 07/ 2000
Mal aysia can do it again

Lt Col (Rtd) Mohd Idris Hassan

MALAYSI A remai ns confident in its quest to stage the 2006 Asi an Ganes and
rightly so. W have the best facilities and infrastructure to neet the
requi rements set by the dynpic Council of Asia.

We have a proven track record - our splendid organisation of The 16th
Comonweal th Ganes. Kual a Lumpur "~ 98 has gone down in history as the "Best
Ganmes Ever".

Achieving this at a tinme when our country was facing a difficult
econom ¢ situation was due in great neasure to the unstinting support of
t he government and our Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s own
ent husi asti c and personal direction.

The recipe for success then as nowis the support of the Governnent, the
Sports Mnistry, the A ynpic Council of Ml aysia, the nmedia and, nobst of
all, the people.

Wth a young and energetic Sports Mnister |eading the charge, we renain
nmor e t han hopef ul

As the Sports Mnistry steps up its efforts to drumup support on al
fronts for the 2006 Asian Ganes bid, |et us, the people of Ml aysia, show
our support for this cause by being proactive in all programes planned
towards this end.

Fai l ure should never be for lack of trying. We have done it before and,
God willing, we can do it again.

Let us not allowthe recent events, nanmely the hostage taking at Sipadan
Island and the arns heist in Gik, dent our country's inage as a safe
haven for visitors and tourists.

Al'l necessary steps are being taken by the authorities at damage control
and to ensure such incidents are nipped in the bud. Security aspects are
hi gh on the agenda especially when international sporting events are held
in the country.

We can do away with any negative publicity which the foreign press are
quick to exploit.

| can still renenber that during the slight haze in our country in early
1998, the foreign press gave the inpression that our whol e country was
engul fed in thick snmoke that was life threatening to the people.

When | was the Commonweal th Ganes Vil l age Manager (Residential Zone), |
came across a letter to the NST fromone of your readers, Datuk Abdull ah
Sansudin. In his letter "Don't Rush to Protect Ganes Organi sers”, which
appeared on Aug 28, 1997. He said, "I suggest Mhd Idris opens a book of
appreciation and comments for foreigners. W will then cone to know t he
pl uses and m nuses of the Ganmes Managenent based on their point of view'.

| took his advice. Today, with our inpending bid for the 2006 Asi an
Ganes under consideration, | felt it an appropriate tinme to tell you that
many favourabl e comments were made about the efforts made to nake Kual a
Lurmpur 1998 "The Best Ganes of the 20th Century". Yes, Mal aysi a Bol eh!
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