21/ 11/ 2000

“Mal aysi a can do nore to enhance S. Africa's econony'

MALAYSI A's rol e i n hel ping sout hern African nations transformtheir
econom ¢ structures for the better has been underscored yet again by the
Sout h.

One node of assistance Mal aysia could accord its southern African
partners is viaincreased participation of its private sector inthese
countries, an African | eader yesterday said.

South Africa's Deputy President Jacob Zuma, who acknow edged Mal aysi a's
rol e in enhancing devel opment in his country, said nore could be done.

"When it cones to South-South relations, Malaysia can play a greater
role in changing the quality of life for southern African nations," he
told reporters after paying a courtesy call on Prine Mnister Datuk Dr
Seri Mahat hir Mohanmad on t he si del i ne G obal 2000- LI D.

Zuma sai d apartheid had resulted in wi de econoni ¢ and soci al disparities
anong his country's popul ation.

"W need to change the | andscape of poverty, while we go about charting
devel opment in an integrated and sustai nabl e manner."

On histalk with the Prine Mnister, Zuna said apart fromtouchi ng on
existing bilateral ties, the two | eaders al so expl ored ways on how nore
smart partnerships could further cement the |inks established between
South Africa and Ml aysi a.

This, he said, could take the formof increasing the presence of
Mal aysi an i nvestors in South Africa.

d obal changes and how best to neet the rel ated chall enges were al so
di scussed by the two | eaders.

Besi des Zuma, Dr Mahathir al so received Seychel | es Vi ce-Presi dent Janes
Al'i x M chel and Uganda's Vi ce-Presi dent Dr Speci osa Wandi ra Kazi bwe.
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