12/ 12/ 2000
Mal aysia get top billing

S. Sel vam
MALAYSI A have been accorded top billing for the i naugural Head Asia Cup
2000 squash tournanent starting at the NSC squash centre in Jal an Dut a
t ommor ow.

As top seeds, Malaysia will start as favourites, followed by second
seeds Paki stan whi |l e Hong Kong have been seeded at No 3 for the five-day
tournament, which will feature the top eight teanms in Asia.

Mal aysi a have incl uded new y-crowned Mal aysi an Qpen chanpi on Ong Beng
Hee to |l ead the m xed event challenge that will be played on a best of
three singles format - two men's singles and a wonen's singl es.

However, the format of play will only be decided during the team
managers' nmeeting today.

Besi des the three seeded teans, Japan, Singapore, Jordan, Sri Lanka and
Korea conplete the field.

"This i naugural tournanent is in collaboration w th Mil pha
International, distributors for Head sporting products, who have been a
| oyal supporter of squash in the country. They have agreed to sponsor the
event for three years," sai d Asi an Squash Federati on presi dent Mokhzani
Mahat hir in Petaling Jaya yesterday.

The sponsors are offering a total of RV25,000 in prize noney for the
chanpi onshi p.

Mokhzani al so rel eased the draw and seedi ngs for the tournanment and
wi t nessed t he handi ng over of the Mal aysian flag to the national squad.

On plans to increase the nunber of teams, Mokhzani said for the tine
bei ng, ASF were happy wi th the nunber as they wanted to ensure that only
the best teans were invited.

"These are currently the top eight squash countries in Asia and ASF have
no i nmedi ate pl ans to change the structure of the tournanent."

Mal aysia are in Goup Aw th Japan, Singapore and Korea while Group B
conpri ses Paki stan, Hong Kong, Jordan and Sri Lanka.

Mal aysi a are optim stic of their chances and even t he absence of top
woren' s pl ayer Nicol David has not di m nished their determinationto wn
the title.

"Wnning the title will be a great way to end the year and gi ve us
reason to cel ebrate," said Ong.

Ong feel s Paki stan and Hong Kong will be cl ose contenders for thetitle
but is confident the teamw Il rise to the occasion with hone ground
advant age.

Mal aysi a start their canpai gn agai nst Korea tonorrow.

Fi xtures - Tonorrow:. Ml aysia v Korea, Japan v Si ngapore, Pakistan v Sri
Lanka, Hong Kong v Jordan (3.0pm.

Thur sday: Ml aysi a v Si ngapore, Japan v Korea, Pakistan v Jordan, Hong
Kong v Sri Lanka, (3.0pm.

Friday: Mal aysia v Japan, Singapore v Korea, Pakistan v Hong Kong,
Jordan v Sri Lanka(3.0pm.

Sat urday: Losers' pool: 3rd Goup Av 4th Goup B, 3rd Group Bv 4th
G oup A (10.0am; Sem finals: Wnner G oup Av Runnerup G- oup B, W nner
Group B v Runnerup Group A (3.0pn.

Sunday: Pl ayoff matches (10.0an); Final (3.0pm.
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