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Mal aysi a has proven its ability to rule, says PM

Kamar ul Yunus

SI NCE achi eving its i ndependence 43 years ago, Mal aysia has proven its
ability to rule and develop the nation to the extent that it has becone
the nost devel oped anong the devel opi ng countries, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

He said this was no easy task, considering that Ml aysia faced too many
probl ens which could hinder or destroy the Government's efforts to ensure
peace and prosperity.

"This was especially so because of the country's racial diversity.

"Usually in a country with various races, there woul d be tension, riots
and even civil war.

"But thank God, Ml aysians are w se enough to choose the adm nistrative
systemand controlled their desires and were willing to share everything,"
he said at the [ aunching of the Merdeka Month cel ebrati ons and the "Jal ur
Geni | ang" canpai gn at Merdeka Square, Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Due to the willingness of the nmultiracial community to share the
country's wealth, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia has been able to avoid tension
and ensure that there is peace and prosperity.

"Every race in the country have accepted to fact that there should be
equal distribution of wealth anmong themand agreed to give priority to
those who I ags behind in terms of living standards," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this was the | esson that Ml aysians |earnt fromthe My
13 incident.

"The incident had taught us a |l esson, fromwhich we were able to
formul ate policies to address issues that had been left out.

"At the sane tine, the Government is |ooking at various steps to narrow
the disparity between the various races," he said.

But, he said, this does not nmean that the Governnent will take away the
weal th of the successful and rich.

I nst ead, he said, the Governnent has expanded the nation's "economc
cake" and distributed it to all quarters to ensure those | eft behind can
get a bigger slice.

Dr Mahathir said this policy had hel ped Mal aysia to recover speedily
during the regi onal econom c crisis.

"Not many countries which faced simlar problens can devel op as we did.
That is why we should be proud of this achi evenent," he said.

Al t hough 43 years is considered young and a short period of time, Dr
Mahat hir said the country has made uni que progress.

For instance, he said Kuala Lunmpur, which had a popul ati on of 300,000 in
1957, has expanded and there are now about 2 million people residing in
the capital city.

"Mal aysia's nane is al so known worl dwi de and the Ml aysian flag, the
Jalur Gemilang, had been planted on Mount Everest and had circled the
worl d through the sol o journey by Datuk Azhar Mansor on board his yacht,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said many foreign | eaders and tourists were inpressed with
how Mal aysi a nanaged and devel oped and want to enul ate the country's
success.
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