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“Mal aysi a I nc bridges gap between Bunmi's, non-Bunis

Ham sah Ham d

THE Mal aysi a I nc concept has hel ped reduce the disparities between
Bum put eras and non-Bumi puteras, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said. It has also nade it possible for the private and public
sectors to downplay racial differences.

Their close working relations not only contribute towards facilitating
busi ness and easi ng bureaucratic procedures, thus ensuring Ml aysia's good
econom ¢ growt h, but also pronote greater racial harnony, he said when
opening the Malaysia Inc Summit in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Addr essi ng about 600 participants conprising captains of industry,
seni or governnent officials, union | eaders and representatives from non-
government al organi sations, Dr Mahathir said with the Mal aysia | nc concept
in place, governnment officers are prepared to be nore patient with
Bum put era busi nessnen, whose probl ens are usually nore nunerous and
taxi ng than those of the non-Buni puteras.

He noted that the different races in Mal aysia are not equally devel oped,
with the Bum puteras, who | ag behind in the business sector, dom nating
the public sector

A racial elenment which influenced the thinking of the private and public
sectors could lead to confrontation rather than cooperation between the
sectors, he said.

"Left to thensel ves, the Ml ay-dom nated government service would tend
to obstruct the Chi nese-doni nated private sector. Under these conditions,
a policy of close cooperation between the public and private sectors
became even nore critical," he said.

The Mal aysia | nc concept, which was introduced in 1983, took some tine
to be understood, adopted, practised and to yield results, but by 1986 the
econony began to turn around.

Fromthen on, it continued to grow at nore than 7 per cent annually and
it would have continued to growif not for the attack on the ringgit which
precipitated financial and economc turnoil, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the econom c turnoil caused by the deval uation of the
ringgit tested Malaysia Inc to the nmaxi mum

If the relations between the private and public sectors had been bad, he
said, Ml aysia would not have wi thstood the pressures caused by the sudden
i mpoveri shrment of the country.

"I't woul d have been easy for the civil servants to bl ame the business
conmmunity for price increases and their |owered standard of |iving. But
there was no aninosity directed at the business community by the
governnent servants," he added.

The Government - that is the civil servants and el ected nenbers, had to
work out a remedy for rehabilitating the econony and the public servants
i mpl emented the recovery nmeasures without any unrest and instability in
the country, he said.

Subsequent |y, Malaysia's recovery is faster and greater than other
countries hit by the econonic turmoil, Dr Mahathir said, attributing it to
the spirit of Malaysia Inc.

He said the Governnent has found a formula for good governance in the
concept of Malaysia Inc as it raises revenue for the adm nistration and
devel oprment of the country and give the benefits back to taxpayers through
good servi ce.

Dr Mahat hir acknow edged that the concept can | ead to corruption and



cronyism but he said the confrontational approach to governnent-private
sector relations can also |l ead to the sane situation.

"When peopl e have bad val ues, any systemw |l lead to abuses. Bl am ng
the system does not help resolve the problem It is far better to try to
tackl e the abuses than to reject or condemm a system which can yield good
results,” he said.

The Prime Mnister pointed out the need for the Governnent and the
private sector to maintain the human elenent in their dealings after the
adoption of el ectroni c-governnment (e-governmnent).

"A robot governnent which deals electronically with the probl emof human
relationship may be efficient but it will destroy human society," he said

The Governnent, the Prime Mnister said, is business-friendly by choice
and is not being purely altruistic as it receives good returns fromthe
busi ness-friendly attitude.

"W believe in awin-win formula. Both sides nust benefit in whatever
transacti on.

"Certainly, in helping the business comunity, we in the Governnent
expect to benefit ourselves and our country as a whole," he said.

The two-day sunmit is jointly organi sed by the Asian Strategy and
Leadership Institute and the Mal aysi an Adm ni strati ve Mderni sati on and
Managerment Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnent.
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