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PUTRAJAYA, March 3 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia today proposed a summt
meeting on Aids at the Asean |l evel so that menber nations could find a
common solution to curb the problem

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said the proposal was
conveyed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to the
Phi | i ppi nes Forei gn Secretary Dom ngo Siazon who called on himat his
of fice, here today.

Si azon raised the matter on having a summit neeting on Aids at the
i nternational |evel but Dr Mahathir was nore keen to have the neeting anong
Asean nations, he told reporters after acconpanying Siazon for the neeting.

He said the summit neeting involving heads of governnent would further
strengthen comitnment to resolve the problens through political influence
in the Asean region.

VWhen asked whet her Mal aysia woul d host the summit, he said: "Fromthe
way the Prime Mnister talked, | gather it will be held in Ml aysia."

Syed Hanmid said Dr Mahathir was nore keen for the summit neeting to be
hel d anong Asean countries so that the association could study deeply on
ways to overcomne the problemwhich had an inpact on the region's future.

He said Dr Mahathir also told Siazon that it was inportant for Asean
menber countries to discuss the inplications of globalisation on Asean so
that any adverse effect could be addressed successfully.

He said they al so di scussed the proposal on the setting up of the Asian
Monet ary Fund whi ch was supported by Asean nmenber countries and East Asia
as well as the need to study the structure of the fund in greater detail.

Syed Hamid said other matters di scussed were E-Commerce and its effects
on the econonmic and trading system of a particular country.
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