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Mahathir-Initiative
MALAYSI A READY FOR SECOND STEP | NTO | NFORVATI ON AGE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 8 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia is now ready for the second
step into the Information Age to be called "Strategic Initiative One" of
the 21st century, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

"I'f Vision 2020 was the first strategic step into the information age,
Mal aysia is now ready for the second step. W are now ready for a
concerted, conprehensive and commtted quantum |l eap which will remake
Mal aysi an corporations and rei nvent Ml aysian society,” he said when
openi ng the Second d obal Know edge Conference (&K I1) here.

The &K I, which attracted about 1,200 del egates from about 120
countries fromall over the world, will discuss and explore ways to bridge
t he wi deni ng gap between the "information haves" and the "information have
nots" of the world.

&K I, which focuses on key issues of access, enpowernent and
governance, is a nenber of the global know edge partnership formed after
t he i naugural Know edge for Devel opnent in the Information Age Conference
in Toronto in 1997.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's Strategic Initiative One did not nmean the
abandonnent of the country's industrial backbone which today contributes
nore than 37 per cent of Malaysia's growth donmestic product and which al so
provi des 30 per cent of all jobs.

"We are anong the nost industrialised economies on earth and we are not
going to fall down the industrial |adder, no matter how many will try to
push or pull us off.

"We are al so one of the nost open economies in the world. W live and
we die on trade," he said, adding that over 85 per cent of Malaysia's
exports |l ast year were manufactured goods.

As such, the prine mnister said the basic structure of the Ml aysian
econony woul d not be fundamentally altered in the short and mediumterm

He al so spoke of Malaysia's shift into know edge econony (k-econony)
where the know edge content and the know edge contribution would see a
guantum |l eap in every area.

Wth the shift, he said, the Ml aysi an econony and the Ml aysi an
soci ety would not be quite the same again.

Dr Mahathir said for the Informati on Age and K-econony "we nust have a
first rate national media systemwhere the internet and other IT
i nnovati ons nust be a large and critical part of these national nedia
system

"This country nust nost seriously enhance the production and supply of
i nformati on, know edge and wi sdom and assure their accessibility to all our
people in every area of work.

"We nust work hard on the demand side, always naking sure that we
ensure the need priority with regard to access,” he said.

Functional literacy nust be broaden to all including the very old, he
sai d.

"We nust aimfor hundred per cent basic IT literacy. W nust vigorously
build on our I anguage skill whether it be in English, or Arabic, Ml ay or
Mandarin, Tam |, Thai or Tagal og," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there will also be a need for reforns in the private
and public sectors where the ancient and hall owed "sulit syndrone"
(secrecy) nust be done away with.

"The traditional Geat Information Hoard which operates within the



corporation, the university, the civil service, quite understandable in an
i nformati on and accessibility poor environment, which nmakes know edge that
extra inportant and therefore, that extra valuable, to be coveted, hidden
and hoarded nust be killed," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the private and public sectors would need to operate
according to new rul es of transparency, new regul ations for disclosure, now
processes of corporate and public sector governance.

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysia was fortunate to have a conparatively
| ess problemw th regards to the brain drain than the vast majority of
devel opi ng countri es.

He, however, said the country nust bring back outstandi ng Mal aysi ans
who have matured el swhere.

He said the tinme was not far when Mal aysia nust set the target of
reduci ng the nunber of foreign workers by 100,000 per year and reducing the
nunber of unskilled and | ow knowl edge workers by 95,000 anually while
enriching the country's econony and society at the same tinme through an
annual infusion of 5,000 extra ordinary world citizens of extra ordinary
talent, creativity and other capabilities.

Dr Mahathir al so tal ked about three great divides within the
econom cally rich and the materially poor, between the information and
know edge rich and the information and know edge poor, and between those
who were informati on and know edge enpowered and those who are information
and know edge di senfranchi sed.

"In many countries, this is the nost urgent issue to address, and the
nmost difficult and the nost critical for no society can nove forward as a
cohesive social community if the vast nmajority are |left behind,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it would take a mracle to prevent a nmassive w deni ng
of the know edge and the econom c gap between the rich and poor in the
years ahead.

He said despite all the progress nmade by nmanki nd, the nassive advances
in the liberation and enpowernment of mankind, there was no denying that
never before in the history of man the world witnessed so many peopl e
living in abject and absol ute poverty.

"The Information Age that is upon us hold out the prom se of a new
worl d of shared prosperity and a gl obal renaissance. At the sane tine, it
al so holds out the danger of econom c exploitation, societal devastation
and the era of inperialismand colonialism" he added.

- - BERNAMA

MY/ RV TS



	MALAYSIA READY FOR SECOND STEP INTO INFORMATION AGE (Bernama 08\03\2000)

