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Mal aysi a seeki ng nore than a handshake in the new I ndonesi a

Ahmad A. Talib in Jakarta

MANY Mal aysi ans are | ooking for nmore than a handshake in I ndonesia
nowadays. In fact, Ml aysians - whether they are civil servants,

busi nessnen or politicians - will be hoping that their handshakes with

| ndonesi ans here woul d hel p them grasp, pardon the pun, nore of the new

I ndonesi a under Abdurrahman Wahi d.

The | ndonesi an President, the fourth after Sukarno, Suharto and B.J.
Habi bi e, is al so hoping that a handshake between his countrynmen and

Mal aysi ans this week would yield results that will be nmutually beneficia
and profitable. In fact, for a few days begi nning yesterday, scores of

Mal aysi an busi nessnen are descendi ng on the | ndonesian capital seeking new
busi nesses, fact-finding, establishing contacts and buil ding bridges with
their counterparts here

In a nutshell, this is the substance of the official visit by Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to | ndonesia. This is a visit that
wi Il hopefully pave the way for greater political, econom c and soci al

col | aboration between two i nportant nei ghbours ami dst the Asean famly.
Mal aysi a, apparently, needs to get to know I ndonesia all over again

Mal aysi ans need to understand the present |ndonesi an psyche especially
after the 210 nmillion, predomnantly Mislins, had undergone najor changes
and shocks t hensel ves.

In many parts of Indonesia, the |ocal popul ation thenselves are trying

to understand the changi ng ways, the changi ng adm ni strati on and

bur eaucracy whi ch govern their lives.

The I ndonesia of today and the I ndonesia of not so | ong ago when it was
under Suharto and Habi bie are two different entities.

And nost Ml aysians are in fact trying to understand the | ndonesia of
today so that a neaningful bilateral relationship can be built and

st rengt hened.

Dr Mahathir's entourage, which includes four senior Cabinet Mnisters

and nore than 150 of the country's who's who in commerce and i ndustry,
touches down today in what could be a major attenpt by both countries to
re-establish links for the new ml | ennium

The fact that Gus Dur hinmself would greet the Prime Mnister on his
arrival at the airport is, observers say, an inportant statenment by
itself. And allow ng a business forumto be attended by busi nessnmen of
both countries at the Istana Merdeka is another testinony to the

i nportance which Gus Dur and the I ndonesian admi nistration attach to this
visit.

As articul ated by Ml aysi an Anbassador to | ndonesi a, Datuk Rastam Mohd

I sa: "Who are we dealing with? Who are we going to do business with? M nd
you, at one tine there were only a handful of M nisters who had Cabi net
experience, which neans that we have to go round shaki ng hands and getting
acquainted all over again."

Rastam s point bears scrutiny by all. Indonesia under Gus Dur appears to
be headi ng toward sone rationalisation, despite recent controversy such as
t he appoi ntnent of Henry Kissinger as his political adviser.

Gus Dur, many here al so say, knows what he's doi ng and Mal aysi an

busi nessmen who seek to widen their comercial and industrial interest
shoul d pay heed to whatever is happeni ng here.

There were questions raised as to Indonesia's stability but there are
signs of refornms being gradually inplenmented to help regain the people's



and the international observers' confidence in the country. Mlitary
reforms, strengthening the police force and consequently the enforcenent
of law and order are signs that business can thrive again in the once
riot-torn I ndonesi a.
Abdurrahman, too, knows the significance of getting nore Ml aysi ans
interested in I ndonesia again. Cunul ative i nvestnents by Ml aysians in
this country peaked at US$7.6 billion (RVM8.9 billion) nostly in
pl antation. There's also potential in tourism
A nunber of Indonesian conpanies are also in need of fresh funds to
revitalise them and this | ooks prom sing especially to cash-rich
Mal aysi an conpani es. St at e-owned conpani es, too, are |ooking for suitors
whi | e I ndonesia woul d very nmuch like to see renewed interest in the
I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thail and Gcowth Triangle (IMI-GT) in the north and
sout h.
Whi | e economi ¢ col | aborati on woul d be the Iynchpin in Ml aysi a-1 ndonesi a
relati ons, one cannot ignore the inportance of a get-together between two
nei ghbours who can further |l end credence to regi onal co-operation in
Asean.
For Asean to be strong and rel evant, the bond of friendship between
these two countries is not only essential but also crucial.
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