26/ 04/ 2000
Mal aysia still a safe haven for tourists: PM

Kamar ul Yunus
MALAYSIAis still a safe haven for tourists despite the ki dnapping
i nci dent on Si padan i sl and of f Sabah on Sunday, Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanaed said.

Descri bing the incident as an isol ated case, Dr Mahathir said the
Si padan area is a peaceful tourist resort and there had been no such
i nci dents before.

He said the incident will affect tourismin Sabah, but not the rest of
the country.

He was asked at a press conference in Putrajaya yesterday about the
| at est devel opnent on the incident inwhich arned pirates, believed to be
Fi li pi nos, took 20 peopl e, including foreigners.

Dr Mahathir said the raid was not carried out by Ml aysi ans, addi ng t hat
such incidents are not common in the country.

He al so said al though there coul d be | ax of security at some touri st
spots in the area, there was no serious danger.

Fol  owi ng the i ncident, Dr Mahathir said there would be nore patrols by
the security forces in the area

He said the authorities are still investigating the Sipadan case and the
notive behind it.

"W do not want to accuse anyone; we are investigating," he said when
asked whet her international politics could be a reason

In the incident, six pirates, armed with AK-47 assault rifles and a
bazooka, took ni ne Mal aysi ans and 11 forei gners hostage and fled with t hem
intw boats towards Philippines waters.

When asked about the US aut horities' use of force in seizing six-year-
ol d Cuban castaway Eli an Gonzal ez, Dr Mahathir sai d:

"We are gentle people ... we do not point guns at anybody and resort to
vi ol ence"

"I amnot agai nst the Anerican people, but | don't |ike sone of their
press and American | eaders. They are always fabricating |ies about
Mal aysi a. "

( END)
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