01/ 08/ 2000

Mal aysi a urged to enpl oy nore Bangl adeshi workers

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Mal aysi a has been asked to enpl oy nore Bangl adeshi
workers and to | ook into setting up | abour intensive industries in
Bangl adesh.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar said the request was nade
during a neeting between Mal aysi an and Bangl adeshi del egati ons | ed by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his visiting counterpart
Shei kh Hasi na respectively.

"Dr Mahathir said even if nore workers were taken in it would be on a
rotation basis where those who had served their termwould return and be
replaced by a new set of people," Syed Ham d sai d.

He said this after the neeting at the Prine M nister's Departnent here

Hasina is on a four-day official visit here. This is her first visit to
the country. She is acconpani ed by a 73-nmenber del egati on that includes
seni or officials, businessmen and nenbers of the nedi a.

Syed Hani d said there were 119, 000 Bangl adeshi workers in the country.

He sai d t he Bangl adeshi side requested for this nunber to be i ncreased,
even doubl ed.

He added that Dr Mahat hir, however, said workers woul d be taken as
needed.

Syed Hami d sai d Mal aysi a was currently enpl oyi ng Bangl adeshi workers as
sem -skilled | abour and that Dr Mahathir stressed that they shoul d be
enpl oyed i n an orderly manner so t hey were not expl oi ted by unscrupul ous
persons.

Syed Hami d sai d Mal aysi a was al so | ooki ng i nto | ocating | abour intensive
i ndustries in Bangl adesh as it noved into high technol ogy i ndustri es.

He added t hat Bangl adesh want ed nore Mal aysi an i nvest ment and was al so
| ooking into the possibilty of eval uati ng and upgrading its Chittagong
port.
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