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Mal aysia wants reformation of the OCto play nore effective role

Farush Khan

THERE was a cl ear tinge of sadness anpbng Mal aysi ans who were i n Doha,
Qatar, for the Organi sation of Islam c Conference sumrit at the break of
the sad news that Malaysia failed inits bid to host the Asian Ganmes 2006.

To make it worse, they were in the very city which had won the bidto
host t he gl anorous Ganes, watchi ng enviously the Qataris celebrating their
success.

Even Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who was here for the
three-day sunmt, did not hide his disappoi ntment at Malaysia's failure
when he asked t hose concerned to | ook into the reasons.

To himand to all Ml aysians, the fact that the bid had been won by
Qatar was quite a shock as Mal aysi a has the capability and experience to
host the Ganes.

But as it has al ways been said, "you | ose one doesn't nean you'll |ose
all.

Al nmost i mredi ately after, it was made known i n Doha that Mal aysi a had
been gi ven the honour to host the 10th O C Sunmit in 2003.

In that "l ose one, win one" atnobsphere, the euphoria was i ndeed
overwhel m ng t hat sone reporters had al nost junped t he gun, sending
stories on Mal aysia's sel ection as the next O Chost, only retracting them
after realising that the Prime Mnister was not too ready to pre-enpt it

until it was officially announced.
But what is certainis the confidence given to Mal aysi a by | eaders of
the 56 countries representing 1.2 billion Muslinms all over the world to

Mal aysia to host a neeting of such a magnitude.

Their trust is also understandable as all this while - ever since OC
was formed in 1969 - Mal aysi a has been pl ayi ng a neani ngful role in the
wor | d's second bi ggest body after the United Nations.

And this neaningful role was of no exceptioninthis particular summt.

What is exciting is the fact that the 10th O C sunmit shoul d have
actually gone to an African state, but collective agreenent turned the
tables in Mal aysia's favour. Senegal and Ganbi a, whi ch have al so entered
the bid to host, have w t hdrawn.

Mal aysi a' s sense of urgency and seriousness in the adm nistration of the
O C were not nerely words.

Its expression of synpathy was translated i nto action when at the
closing of the summit, the country pledged RMB.8 million for the OC
admi ni stration fund.

O course, oil-rich countries |like Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar nade
simlar pledges. But Mal aysia did not stop at that. It also offered to
gi ve nedi cal treatnent to Pal estinians wounded in the intifada (uprising)
agai nst Isreal's aggression in our hospitals.

How many of these victins of Israeli atrocities will be treated in
Mal aysi a i s anybody' s guess.

In the | ast seven weeks, over 200 i nnocent people, nostly Arab
Pal estini ans, had been killed and many nore nai med and i nj ured.

Mal aysi a can be proud of the fact that a nunber of its proposals were
taken into consideration for di scussion at the sunmit and even recorded in
t he communi que of the sunmit for further action.

One of the nost significant proposal s made by Mal aysi a was t he need for
reformation of the OCin order to nake the activities of the body nore
effective.



Mal aysi a has al so expressed its readiness in participating in a proposed
United Nations force pressed by the Pal estinians to protect them against
I sraeli aggression.

Inall fairness, areformation of the O C proposed by Mal aysia i s i ndeed
urgently necessary, | ooking at the i ssues affecting the Musli mcomunity
and the unbearably long period it has to take to deal with.

Just in case the fact is forgotten, it is perhaps worth rem ndi ng one of
the irony that the O Cwas set up in 1969 foll owi ng Pal estini an-1sraeli
clashes after the Israelis attenpted to burn the Al -Agsa nosque in
Jerusal em Today, after nmore than 30 years - Israel still arrogantly
continues to occupy the Palestinianterritories, am dst condemati on by
wor | d communi ty.

Certainly an organi sation as big as the O C cannot sit on the sidelines
and continue to see blatant acts of viol ence being commtted on i nnocent
peopl e take place is open for debate.

Resol uti ons have been made and nowit is the responsibility of the body
to carry out the task entrusted on it effectively.
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