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Ham d- Vi si t
MALAYSI A WANTS TO ESTABLI SH EMBASSY I N ALGERI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is planning to set up an
enbassy in Algeria to reciprocate that country's establishnment of its
m ssion here, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

He said he would raise the matter during his visit to that country for
four days begi nni ng Wednesday.

The purpose of the visit was to establish contacts with the new
| eadership and to explore new areas of cooperation, he told a news
conference on his visits to that country, Oman and Egypt, from today.

During his visit to Algeria, Syed Hamd is expected to call on
President Abdul azi z Bouteflika and Prinme M nister Ahned Benbitour and his
counterpart, Youcef Youfi.

At present, the Ml aysi an anbassador to Italy is accredited to Algeria.

Total trade between Malaysia and Algeria in 1998 was RMB0.71 mllion
and Mal aysia exported mainly textile, yarn, margarine and shorteni ng,
heati ng and cooki ng equi pnent. Algeria' s exports to Malaysia are liquefied
propane and butane and optical goods.

Syed Hamid said his visit to Egypt on Jan 23-26 is a followup of the
visit of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in 1998 which took
pl ace prior to the G 15 sunmit in Cairo.

VWile there, Syed Hamid is expected to call on President Hosni Mibarak
and Prime Mnister Atief Obeid and his counterpart, Amr Mussa, and Econony
M ni ster Yusof Boutros Ghali.

He is al so expected to have a dial ogue wi th Ml aysi an students studying
there and nmake a visit to Sinme Darby's palmoil factory in Ranmadan City.

Total trade between both countries stood at RML.2 billion, alnost
doubl ed the 1997 figure. The January- Septenber 1999 figure stood at RVB76
mllion. Malaysia exported palmoil, palmstearin, natural rubber and

television receivers while Egypt's exports to Malaysia are products |ike
fruits and nuts, floor covering and carpets, cotton and gravel.

VWiile in Omn (Jan 21-23), Syed Hamid will attend the Council of
M nisters' Meeting of the Indian OCcean R m Association for Regional
Cooperation (1 OR ARC) on Sunday.

He said the issues to be deliberated by the council includes new
menbership particularly Paki stan, headquarters agreenent, rules and
procedures and the consideration of the report of the Wirking G oup on
Trade and I nvestnent.

"As a country situated close to the Indian Ccean, it is |ogical for
Paki stan to join the group,” he said when asked whether India has given its
green light to receive Pakistan as a new nenber as nenbership is based on
t he consensus reached by all 19 nenber states.

He said Mal aysi a becane a nenber of the council in 1995 and anong the
benefits gai ned was Ml aysia was able to expl ore new i nvest ment
opportunities in the nmenber states.

| OR- ARC was established in Mauritius in 1995 and its objectives include
promoti ng sustai nabl e growt h and bal anced devel opnent of the region and
nmenber st ates.
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