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MALAYSI A' S GOLDEN KI DS CLUB GETS OVERSEAS ATTENTI ON

By: Arul Rajoo

LANGKAW , Nov 20 (Bernamm) -- The Golden Kids Club, a pilot project to
train youngsters to becone future | eaders, has attracted foreign | eaders’
attention and could well be the next itemon the "Smart Partnership"
agenda.

The five-year-old club was initiated by Television Airtine Services Sdn
Bhd to train youngsters in the world of broadcasting and nedia over a
peri od of 15 years.

The conpany's president, Sabri Rahnman, said that the idea was to train
club menbers to deal with current issues fromchildren's perspective.

The cl ub nenbers, who nade a presentation before world | eaders
attendi ng the the Langkawi International D al ogue (LI D 2000) at the opening
cerenony yesterday, have caught the attenti on of London-based Comobnweal t h
Part nership for Technol ogy Managerment (CPTM), a co-organi ser of LID.

"W were approached by a CPTM nenber |ast night who was inpressed with
us...she said it is a good idea and wanted to bring it up at CPTM s next
nmeeting," Sabri said after the club nenbers net Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali on the
sidelines of the LID 2000 today.

Sabri said they were ready to assist CPTMto "sell" the idea to LID
menbers who are nostly fromAfri ca.

In fact, Sabri said the CPTM had extended a verbal invitation to the
CGol den Kids Club nmenbers to attend LID s "sister dial ogue", the Southern
Africa International Dialogue (SAID), in Uganda next year.

The club, which originated fromthe "Gol den Ki ds News" progranme aired
over RTM 2, has between 700 and 1, 000 nenbers aged fromeight to 15 years
who interact through the Internet. Thirty of themal so neet regularly over
weekends.

"The menbers are achievers in school. W train themin scriptwiting,
editorial reporting and children stories. As they grow, they will be
exposed to other subjects," he said.

Eventual Iy, Sabri said they wanted the nmenbers, who have al so travelled
to China, Australia and Brunei, to be fully equi pped with know edge and
training to be nmeani ngful | eaders.
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