06/ 10/ 2000

Mal aysi an puts of f flight across three continents

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Syed Ahnmad Abdul Hadi Syed Hussein Alattas will
enbark on his solo flight across three continents in January and not on
Oct 17 as intended due to severe hurricanes over the Northern Atlantic
Ccean.

The 29-year-old freelance pilot and aircraft builder is taking up a
chal | enge by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to fly his
self-built Velocity RGlight aircraft - named Putrajaya Mal aysia - from
Fullerton, California, to Langkaw .

"This challenge is just a prelude to nmy ultimate goal to fly sol o around
the world," he said.

Syed Ahmad plans to finish the journey in about 83 hours with 14 stops
over 26 days

He will cross North Anerica, Europe and Asia, making himthe first
Mal aysi an to nake such an attenpt.

Syed Ahnmad deci ded to postpone the flight after nonitoring weat her
patterns over the Northern Atlantic OCcean. He said the hurricanes are
expected to last for the next two to three weeks.

He coul d | aunch his bid after that but said he did not want to fly
during Hari Raya

Syed Ahrmad has spent the last three years preparing for a solo
round-the-worl d flight. The effort, he says, has shown hi mhow di fficult
it can be for locals to be adventurous in taking up chall enges.

Sponsorship has trickled in slowy.

M crosoft (M Sdn Bhd will help set up the website which will carry
updates on the journey while Mdfaz Air has agreed to provi de hangarage and
of fice space for the flight's operations centre in Langkaw

Bi snestek Sdn Bhd is to supply a digital camera and ot her hardware for
taki ng pictures enroute and newradio station WOWmis to broadcast
reports of the flight while food products brand Manja has gi ven fi nanci al
support.

NST is the official newspaper.
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