14/ 08/ 2000

Mal aysi an quartet victorious

THE Mal aysi an quartet calling thensel ves GP3 won the | ndy 40 Enduro kart
prix at the Morac circuit in Langkawi yesterday after a Japanese teamwho
took the chequered flag were disqualified on technical grounds.

The GP3 teamof Nafee Kassim Nurnmad Jusat, Firhad Mokhzani and Keifli
O hman won the Prinme M nister's Chal | enge Trophy and RVAO, 000 pri ze noney.
FCS of Japan, defending their title, were disqualified when the ball ast
(wei ghts) which were supposed to be attached to the kart was i nstead found
inthe gloves of their star driver, Akari lwai, a 17-year-old college

| ass.

According to international karting rules, both the vehicle and driver
nmust wei gh a m ni mumof 140kg and the weights, if any, nust be attached to
t he vehicl e even during the changeover of drivers.

When Akari, who has been beating the nen at hone and ranked ninth
overall, weighed inwith the kart, she nmet the requirenents.

But after the race, scrutineers found the weight strapped within her
gl oves. During the changeover, she got off with the weights in the gl oves.

Akari drove a total of 120 minutes (each driver is only allowed 40
m nutes at one go).

GP3, who finished 9.8 seconds behind FCS after 257 | aps, were el ated
when t he di squalification was announced.

"AwWnis awn despite the circunstances," said Firhan.

The teamdedi cated the win to Akmal Akil, who was killed in a car
acci dent shortly after the | ast Enduro when they finished fifth.

Keifli O hman, who took over fromthe | ate Akmal, was t he powerhouse of
the teamwho started last in the grid when fl agged off by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

After a fewlaps, Kefli noved the teamto fourth spot, laying the
foundation for the victory over the 20 teanms who took part.

Japanese teamKi ki Kart Shop wer e second (RM30, 000 prize nmoney) foll owed
by Hong Kongl (RM2O, 000) and Mal aysia's Saji Bum Young Guns ( RMLO, 000).

In the Rotax Max Chal | enge, Rodney F. Magness upset favourite Raja
Razman whi |l e Ferhan Fauzy was third.

The top three Mal aysians in this Chall enge series qualify for the world
kart chanpi onship in Puerto Rico at the end of the year.

Raj a Razman won at the Sepang circuit earlier this year. There are two
nore races to go before the final selection.

Earlier, Dr Mahat hir had fl agged of f t he chanpi onshi ps and t hen spent
about an hour watching the races.

The event, introduced in 1997, is pronoted by Mdfaz Mtorports, Langkaw
Mot orsports Club and the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority.

The i naugural race attracted only a handful of foreign karters but | ast
year's race saw an i ncreased nurmber of foreign participants.

I ndy 40 Enduro has been recogni sed as one of the nost popul ar go-kart
endurance events, with this year's event listed in the Wrld Karting
Federation cal endar.

In his nmessage in the souvenir book, Dr Mahathir, who is patron of the
event, invited participants to take sone tine off to enjoy the beauty of
Langkawi .

He also invited the karters to return for the Wrld Finals of the Rotax
Max Chal | enge 2001 to be held at the sanme venue.
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