18/ 08/ 2000

" Mal aysi ans shoul d feel proud of thensel ves'

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d t oday
Mal aysi ans shoul d feel proud as they had played their role in realising
the country's achi evenents and rapi d devel opment .

The Prime M nister said all had contri buted towards maki ng Mal aysi a what
it was now - fromthe private sector to government servants, police, arny
and peace-loving citizens.

"W are now respected by the world for our various achi evenents. The
Jal ur Gem | ang has been pl aced on Mount Everest and taken round the world
by a sailor fromMal aysia. All these and many nore are done for the
country, Kerana Mu Mal aysi a," he sai d when | aunchi ng t he Merdeka Mont h
cel ebrations at Dataran Merdeka

The theme of this year's 43rd National Day cel ebrations is Kerana Mi
Mal aysi a.

Anong t hose present were Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Dat uk Abdu
Kadi r Shei kh Fadzir, Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin, Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Hi shammuddi n Hussei n and
his deputy Datuk Ong Tee Keat.

Dr Mahat hir recounted t he days when many t hought Mal aysi a was part of
I ndi a because of the Hinmal ayas or the country was in Africa because Mal aw
was one of the countries in the continent.

Al t hough Mal aysi a only attai ned i ndependence 43 years ago after hundreds
of years of colonisation, he said it had managed to nmove forward to becone
t he nost rapidly devel opi ng country in the world, debunki ng the beli ef
t hat Mal aysi ans did not possess the capability to adninister the country.

"Al'l these are made possi bl e by sound policies and the ability of the
peopl e to control their nafsu (tenptations to make unreasonabl e denmands)
and wi I lingness to share everything. Since we cannot get everything that
we want, some sacrifices are needed."

He sai d the peopl e accepted the need for a fair distribution of the
country's weal th, with assi stance given to those | aggi ng behi nd, but not
at the expense of other races.

He said as a result racial tensions were contained and t he peacef ul
situation prevailing in the country all owed rapi d devel opnent to take
place, a feat difficult to be matched by other nmulti-racial countries
whi ch experience riots and di sturbances.

"That's why | say we can be proud of ourselves. But we have to be
grateful and thank those who have worked hard to devel op the country. "

Later, Dr Mahathir received a Jalur Gem | ang measuring 3x6. 95 netres
borne by a parachutist froma 15-nenber team which touched down at the
centre of the field.

The feat secured a place in the Mal aysi a Book of Records as the bi ggest
national flag ever carried by parachutists.

After handing over the flag to two menbers of the Kunpul an Ekspedi si
Bermot or Jal ur Genilang for a journey through the city, the Prime M nister
then flagged of f sonme 1, 200 bi kers fromthe group

The Merdeka nonth activities is divided into five main categories - the
| aunchi ng of the Merdeka Month cel ebrati ons and fl ag-rai si ng canpai gn
religious activities fromAug 25 to 31, Merdeka Eve cel ebrati ons on Aug
30, Merdeka Day parade on Aug 31 and cl osi ng of the Merdeka Month
cel ebrations on Sept 16.
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