08/ 05/ 2000

Mal aysi ans urged to support shuttlers

PRI VE M ni st er Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad yest er day urged Mal aysi ans
torally behind the Thomas and Uber Cups teamto boost the players'
confidence to win the tournanent.

"Al though only a fewshuttlers would be taking part in the tournanent,
whi ch starts on May 11, the whol e nation of 22 mI1lion peopl e should al so
be invol ve to ensure that they bring back the Cup, especially the Thonmas
Cup which Mal aysia | ast won in 1992.

"Qur participationis noless than that of our heroes, although we
cannot enter the badm nton court to play," he said at the Thomas/ Uber Cup
Run 2000 i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir said the people would be foll owi ng the tournanent no natter
where they are because, win or | ose, the Cup neans a |l ot to the nation.

"The Thomas Cup is very close to the hearts of the people and we shoul d
not viewthe tournanent as we woul d any ot her sporting event because the
Thomas Cup chanpi onshi p has very strong national inplications," he said.

Hence, he wanted to see Mal aysians filling up the stadi umand cheering
t he national squad while those who cannot nake it to the stadi umshoul d
foll owthe tournanent through the nmedia.

"l hope the specatators in the stadiumw || cheer the national players
to boost their spirit. But don't heckle themif they fail or fall while
pl ayi ng because we nmust help themto rise and continue to fight to win,"
he said.
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