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By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, March 14 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Enbassy here on Monday
sl ammed the Washington Post for its blistering editorial on Ml aysia.

Deputy Chief of Mssion Dr Fauziah Taib, in response to a Post
editorial, criticised the daily for its inaccurate portrayal of Malaysia
and its "offhand nanoeuvre"” in "oversinplifying i ssues and being sel ective
in presenting the facts."

The newspaper's editorial, "lIlliberal Ml aysia," which appeared | ate
February, heavily criticised Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
and the handling of his fornmer deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

The daily described the recent arrests of two opposition figures as a
"response to the smaller-than-expected victory of M Mhathir's coalition
in Decenber's sem -free parlianmentary elections.”

Dr Fauzi ah rem nded the Post that Dr Mahathir is an elected | eader of a
civilian governnment who has been returned to office in free and fair
el ecti ons.

She said by judging Ml aysia's general election |ast Nov 29 as
"sem -free parlianentray elections,” the Post belittled the country's
i ndependent el ectoral systemand the faith of many Ml aysians in denocracy.

"Denocracy in Ml aysia is alive considering that the opposition not
only secured additional parlianentary and state seats but al so won anot her
state government in the election in Novenber," she told the Post in a
| etter which appeared Monday.
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