22/ 11/ 2000

" Mal aysi a Bol eh' spirit spreads to partners

THE Mal aysi a Bol eh spirit, which has spurred Mal aysi ans to soar to greater
hei ghts, has spread to its snmart partners.

The 4 obal 2000-Langkawi International Di al ogue appears to have driven
hone t he message anong sone | eaders that the shackl es of col oni ali smwhich
t hey have endured for many decades are a thing of the past if they choose
to believe so.

Mbzambi can Presi dent Joaqui mAl berto Chi ssano yesterday paid tributeto
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who has regul arly rem nded Mal aysi ans t hat
they are i ndeed capabl e and can take on the worl d. He has convi nced
southern African nations that they too can do the sane.

Recal ling a conversation with Dr Mahathir and South African Deputy
Presi dent Jacob G Zumm, Chissano said:

"Prime Mnister (Dr) Mahathir told us the reason why Malaysia and its
peopl e are successful. It is because they have been convi nced t hat t hey
are capable," he told del egates at a concl udi ng di al ogue sessi on of the
LI D yest er day.

And this notion, he said, rang true in South Africa where aparthei d was
now a thing of the past and its people were nowliving in equality.

Dr Mahathir had said "it is wong to say we cannot do thi ngs because of
the col our of our skin".

One's abilities, the Prime Mnister said, depended on his skills and not
on his skin colour or | ooks.

"Anyone can do anything as |l ong as they have the right values," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He said i nvestors were nore interested in devel opi ng countries which
adopt ed the paradigmshift that they coul d achi eve al nost anyt hi ng.

In drawing fromthe smart partnershi p concept espoused by Malaysia in
prospering its devel opi ng nei ghbours in the face of gl obalisation,

Chi ssano |i kened gl obalisation to a "forced partnership which may not
al ways be smart".

"It is our duty therefore to create a smart gl obalisation.”

But do energi ng econom es have what it takes to make this happen?

"Yes, we do," Chissano said.

(END)
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