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Mal aysi an- 1 ndonesi an ties cenented by comon vi ews

Drs Hadi A Wayarabi Al hadar
| AMvery honoured by the trust the Indonesian Governnent has put in nme by
appoi nti ng nme anbassador to Ml aysi a.

Mal aysia is one of our closest neighbours and hol ds much significance to
I ndonesia, be it then, nowor in the future.

Rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and | ndonesia are historically |inked and
devel oped even while our two nations were under colonial rule.

We have a comon history, background and culture and have not
encount ered nej or problens that have halted or jeopardi sed our close
cooperation.

This special relationship is the result of our |evel-headed | eaders who
have enhanced bilateral ties with frequent cross-visits, neetings and by
keeping in close touch with each other.

Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid's visit to Mal aysia on Novenber 6 1999 and
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's visit to | ndonesia on
March 9 2000 rmark the binding connection between the two | eaders of the
countri es.

Cl ose cooperation between our two countries is evident in nany areas:

t he I ndonesi an workforce in Ml aysia, the Ml aysi an students in Indonesia,
bilateral consultation forums such as the Malindo (Ml aysi a-1ndonesi a)

di al ogue, the neetings of our Common Conmi ssion and al so in our Genera
Border Conmittee (GBC).

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a have al so established cohesive relations in
regional and international forunms. In the Asean forum for exanple, both
countries share a conmon view and perception of issues plaguing the Sout h-
East Asian region or the Asia Pacific.

Both seek to find the best ways to enhance Asean solidarity and play an
active role in the Asean Regional Forum (ARF). In fact, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad' s opi ni ons on several issues have been recogni sed and
accepted in many countri es.

As nmenbers of the Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM, the G 15, the Organisation
of Islamic Countries (O C) and the United Nations, |ndonesia and Ml aysi a
have a common view on international stability and peace.

As Asean nenbers, economic and political stability in both countries is
recogni sed as an inportant element for stability and peace in the region

Personal relations anong the | eaders and ruling parties of both nations
can be considered as intinmate, hel ping cenment better ties between our two
countries. And throughout this year alone, both nations will observe rapid
cross-visits by | eaders and their businessnen.

I ndonesia would like to see nore visits by the | eaders of our two

countries as this will lead to better cooperation in all aspects of the
econony.

I ndonesi a al so hopes to see nore Mal aysi an investnent in our country,
particularly in palmoil, agro-business and fisheries which of fer abundant

opportunities and good returns.

In trade, it is hoped Malaysia will buy nore products directly from
| ndonesi a wi t hout having to engage third parties.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express ny gratitude and
appreciation to the Ml aysi an Governnent for its assistance to the victins
of the Bengkulu earthquake and Tintim not to nmention its role in
assisting us to find a way out of the econom c crisis.

Such assistance is very neaningful as it has brought nuch relief and



confort to our affected citizens.
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