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By: Yong Soo Heong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 4 (Bernanmm) -- Mal aysi a- Si ngapore bil atera
relations are certainly on the nend following the visit of the republic's
senior mnister, Lee Kuan Yew, to Mal aysia early | ast nonth.

Lee had advocated at the end of his three-day working visit, nore
exchanges between the | eaders, including those of the younger generation,
wi thout fanfare to bring about better understandi ng between both sides.

There has been a flurry of activity since Lee's visit. Key
personalities on both sides of the Causeway have not wasted any tine in
wor ki ng towards mendi ng t he fences.

Late last nmonth, Singapore's foreign mnister Prof. S. Jayakumar cane
here for a round of golf with his Ml aysian counterpart, Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar

Tonorrow, about 200 political and business | eaders fromboth sides of
the Causeway will attend a one-day Mal aysi a- Si ngapore Busi ness Forum 2000
in Singapore. The forumis co-organi sed by the Kual a Lunpur-based Asi an
Strategy & Leadership Institute (Asli) and Singapore's MoneyWrld Asia Pte.

Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein, Finance Mnistry
advi ser Datuk Miustapa Mhamed and Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange executive
chai rman Dat uk Mohd Azl an Hashi m are anong t he speakers.

Hi shammuddi n and Si ngapore's Mnister of State for Defence David Lim
will share the stage to present their views on the role of the younger
generation in revitalising bilateral relationships during the |Iuncheon
keynot e address.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman and Mel aka Chief M nister
Datuk Wra Ali Rustamwi |l also highlight investnment and business
opportunities in their respective states.

Syed Hani d, speaking after his informal neeting with Prof Jayakumar,
said there has been a sense of openess and frankness as well as a very
clear intention and desire (on the part of Singapore) to devel op "our
future relationship by not |ooking at the past but to nmove forward."

Lee, who described his neeting with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad as positive, said, "I spent nearly two hours, originally
supposed to be one hour (with Dr Mahathir). (If we are not) talking in a
positive way, we would not have gone for so long."

He al so said that if both countries could work out the nuts and bolts
of their differences, there could be an am cable solution within tw to
t hree nont hs.

Mal aysi a and Singapore ties had been in stalemate in recent years when
both sides could not agree on several matters, including the |ocation of
the Custons, Inmgration and Quarantine Conplex in the republic, a new
wat er agreenent and contributions by Ml aysians to the Central Provident
Fund.

"There are difficulties, let's sort themout," said Lee who believed
that they would be overcone if there was enough give and take on both
si des.

Tonmorrow s forum al so provides an opportunity for the private sector of
both countries to work together.

When Singapore Prine M nister Goh Chok Tong went on a trip to Europe,
t he Europeans were especially keen to know about Singapore's relations with
Mal aysi a.

The Europeans had said that if the relations were good, then there



woul d be synergy betwen Mal aysia and Si ngapore and there would be nore
Eur opean i nvestnents in these two countri es.

And Goh said the rel ati ons were okay.

When Mal aysi a cel ebrated her 43rd birthday recently, Goh sent
congratul atory greetings to Dr Mahathir and said he | ooked forward to
working closely with the Ml aysi an | eader and w deni ng the scope of their
exi sting co-operation.

Goh al so said Singapore attached great inmportance to the | ong standing
and nultifaceted relations that bonded the two countries.

These words are being swiftly translated into action for both countries
to gain fromtheir close co-operation. -- BERNAMA
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