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Mal aysia's close ties with African nations resented by the West

HOW CGhana wi shed it could stand tall and tell the world "Leave us al one!"
i ke Mal aysi a did | ast year when western rogue specul ators attacked the
Mal aysi an econormy.

Ghanai an solicitor Dr Moses Ayi ku said African nations were | earni ng at
t he di al ogue how Mal aysi a was abl e to say just that.

"Way can't CGhana tell the world "I eave us alone!'like what Finance
M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddin did at | ast year's Langkaw | nternational
Di al ogue, " he said on the sideline of dobal 2000-LID.

Ayi ku di sm ssed the fear of European nations, feeling threatened by the
possi bl e economi c i npact of the LID, that Mal aysi a had patroni sed Afri can
nations participating in the dial ogue.

"In fact, we are grateful to Malaysia for its willingness to shareits
experience and expertise in managi ng its econony," he said.

Drawi ng to the fact that Ghana achi eved i ndependence al nost at the sane
time as Mal aysia, Ayiku said southern African nations were eager to find
out how Mal aysi a surged ahead of the the rest econonically.

Thi s was i nportant, he said, because Ghana achi eved its i ndependence on
March 6, 1957, al nost five nonths earlier than Mal aysi a.

"We are grateful to (Prine Mnister Datuk Seri) Dr Mahat hir (Mhamad)
for his efforts. He is | eadi ng us by exanpl e on howto | ead and manage our
country."

A Zi nhabwean del egate had sai d two days ago that certai n European
nations, feeling threatened by the possible econonic inpact resulting from
the LI D, had accused Mal aysi a of patronising African countries
participating in the LID.

These countries were worried that Mal aysi a was beconming |like a
"godf ather to African countries”, the Z nbabwean del egat e had sai d.

Ayi ku sai d one reason was t he power wi el ded by worl d organi sations |ike
the I nternational Mnetary Fund and Worl d Bank on African nations.

"Strict conditions are i nposed on African nations and if we don't abi de,
they stop | oans to our countries.

"Here, we are learning fromMal aysia howto fight these world
organi sations. "

Ayi ku was i npressed with the vari ous econom c progranmmes i npl enment ed by
t he Governnment and he bel i eved that was t he strongest pillar shielding
Mal aysi a fromexternal threats.

Meanwhi |l e, a veteran African journalist alsorejected the reported
accusation by sonme European countries that Ml aysi a was expl oi ting the
Third Wrl d econom es through the smart partnership foruns.

"l reject the contenpt," renmarked Rethabile Phol o, a senior journalist
of Lesotho's Southern Star Medi a.

Phol o descri bed Mal aysia's efforts in hel ping African nations in
adopting the smart partnership concept as "the actual result of the Smart
Partnership which all | eaders of participating countries are advocati ng
for".
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