08/ 05/ 2000
" Mal aysi a practices open-door policy

Kamar ul Yunus
PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yest erday said Mal aysia will
wel conme anyone into the country so | ong as they have good i ntenti ons.

“Mal aysi a has al ways practi sed an open door policy for anyone who wants
tovisit this country, as longas it is with good intentions,” hetold
newsnen after attendi ng the 2000 Thoras/ Uber Cup Run i n Kual a Lunpur

He was asked to conment on a news report from Ankara that Kussama
Maskhadova, the wi fe of Chechen President Aslan Maskhadov, and his 15-
year -ol d daughter, Fatine, had | eft |stanbul yesterday for Ml aysi a.

The Chechen president was reported to be in hiding in south-eastern
Chechnya. Russi a consi ders Maskhadov a crinminal and has opened crinina
proceedi ngs agai nst himfor |eading the | ast seven nonths of arnmed
rebel lion in Chechnya

Maskhadov's son, Anzor, who fought agai nst Russia in the 1994-1996
Chechen war, is currently living in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir said if people wanted to live in Ml aysi a because they coul d
not do so in their own country, they were al ways wel cone.

"This is a humani tarian nove, no politics init," he said.

For exanple, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia has opened its doors to the
Bosni ans and Kosovars who had problens in their countries.

"I'f they want to conme, whether to seek asylumor continue with their
lives as they cannot do that there (in their countries) and sonme children
want to receive education here, we will accept themall.

"It is up to anybody to say whether it is considered as asyl umbut our
policy is that we are open to anyone who faces such problens in their
respective countries," he said.

SEE ALSO P2
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