11/ 08/ 2000
Many aspirants for top Sel angor post

Ranml an Sai d
VHO wi I | be the next Sel angor Menteri Besar?

That is inevitably the question on everyone's lips follow ng the
resignation of Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar fromthe State's top post.

Whi l e the answer can only come fromthe Prine Mnister, it has not
st opped specul ati on on who may possibly fill the vacated position, now
regarded as a "hot seat” follow ng the premature resignations of its | ast
two Menteris Besar.

Excl udi ng Abu Hassan, Umo has 25 assenblynmen in the State Legi sl ative
Assenbly - any one of themcoul d be picked to succeed Abu Hassan, al beit
non- assenbl ynen al so stand an outsi de chance.

Sel angor Umo deputy liaison chairman and the State's forner Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Taib will subnmit the nanes of possible
candi dates to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday.

The commi ttee net yesterday to di scuss Abu Hassan's resignation and his
possi bl e successor.

Initially, sources said "al nbst everyone" stood a chance of filling the
seat because as many as 15 nanes had been proposed, but this long |ist has
subsequent|ly been tri mmed down.

At a neeting with the comrttee at Putrajaya yesterday, Dr Mahat hir had
asked for the names to be subnmitted to him

The nanes bei ng bandi ed around now are the two "Zainal Abidins" - Deputy
Ment eri Besar Datuk Dr Zai nal Abi din Ahnad and Bat ang Kal i Assenbl yrman
Dat uk Zai nal Abi din Sakom and State Housing, Local Governnent and
Squatters' Commmittee chairman and Kel ana Jaya Assenbl ynan Dat uk Mokht ar
Dahal an.

Many agree that the Deputy Menteri Besar hol ds t he edge over the ot her
candidates, but it will not be a surpriseif he is beaten by soneone el se
to the post.

An intriguing devel opment, however, is that Zainal Abidin Sakom who was
Muhanmmad' s forner political secretary, yesterday of fered to vacate his
seat to enable his former boss to contest to enabl e hi m(Mhamrad) to be
appoi nted as Menteri Besar.

Anot her name whi spered i s Deputy Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Dr Shafie Mhd
Sal | eh. But the drawback here is that he has to vacate his Kual a Langat
parlianentary seat to contest a State seat but a by-election in these
tinmes is seen as "risky".

Anong t he dark horses are Puchong Assenbl yman Dat uk Sati m Di man and
St at e Exco nenber for Rural Devel oprment, Agriculture and Fi sheries, and
Sabak Assenbl yman Dat uk Raja | deris Raj a Ahnad.

If seniority is one of the factors to be considered by Dr Mahat hir,
besi des Zai nal Abi di n Ahmad, Anpang Assenbl yman Datuk Miufti Sui b and
Sel ayang Baharu representative Dat uk Ahmad Bhari Abd Rahnman are the
possi bl e candi dat es.
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