27/ 09/ 2000
Mari na: Educate rural folk on Al DS

Hi zreen Kanm

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - There is a need to give proper education on HV and
AIDS to wonen and young girls in rural areas, so that they can prevent the
worst effects of the epidemc

Mal aysi an Al DS Counci |l president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said rura
women were at great risk just as their sisters who lived in inmpoverished
and margi nal i sed circunstances in urban areas.

"The factors that put themat risk are econom c and social, and both
need to be tackled concurrently to reduce their vulnerability."

She said this when delivering her paper on "Rural Health and Enpower nent
(A Special Focus on HV and AIDS)" at the Second Meeting of the Regional
Steering Committee on the Advancenent of Rural and |sland Wnen in the
Asi a Pacific Regi on today.

She said gender inequalities had a powerful inpact on wonen's health
especially when H V took hol d because of these inequalities.

"The devastation of H'Vin nany African countries has been seen al ready
and in Asia, the sane pattern is beconming visible."

Quoting a Wrld Health Organisation report in 1994, she says, "when a
nmot her dies, it doubles the death rate of her surviving sons and
quadrupl es that of her daughters".

"Thus keepi ng worren healthy is inperative," she added.

Mari na al so sai d people should alienate the stigna and di scrim nation
attached to HHV/AIDS as it prevented nany people with H V/ AIDS from com ng
forward for help and treatnent.

She cited an exanple, where in 1998, Gugu Ndal ani, a South African wonan
living with HHVAIDS, was stoned to death by her nei ghbours after she cane
forward on Wrld AIDS Day to hel p educate peopl e about the disease.

Her death coul d deter other women fromcomnming forward to help
t hemsel ves.

Meanwhi | e, Paki stan First Lady Begum Sehba Musharraf said that although
H V/ Al DS was not yet a serious problemin her country, the people were
exposed to the risk and this called for effective action.

Anong the speakers were the First Lady of Papua New Gui nea, Lady Roslyn
Moraut a, United Nations Devel opnment Progranme resident representative
Phillips Young and I ndonesia's First Lady's personal representative,

At ashendarti ni Habsj ah.
The afternoon session was chaired by Tonga Special Envoy Eseta Fusitu' a.
(END)
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