02/ 01/ 2000
MAS passes the Y2K test

Azr ani Rustam
SEPANG, Sat. - Malaysia Airlines reported today its operations were
running smoothly as it ushered in the new nmill ennium

Chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami, who was at the airlines' flight
managenent centre at the Kuala Lunpur International Airport, said none of
the airline' s systens and operati ons worl dwi de encountered glitches.

"I am pl eased to announce that at this point, we have not received any
reports of incidents related to the Y2K bug. W do not view the situation
as a problemand are operating as nornal," he said | ast night.

Taj uddin said the noney used to overcome the Y2K bug was "very wel |
spent" as it assured its passengers, aircraft and crew of the fullest
safety during the period.

Mal aysia Airlines had cancelled 90 flights, including 36 internationa
ones, for the rollover but 58 flights continued to be nmade during the
peri od.

Taj uddi n said the cancell ati ons were unavoi dabl e as there was | ow
demand. A testanent to this was flight MH002 whi ch departed for London
tonight - Malaysia Airline's nost popular route - carried only 43
passengers.

The sign of passengers not travelling during the rollover was clearly
evident at the KLIA as the normally busy airport was qui et and desert ed.
Tajudin flew on one of the airline's flights out of KLIA - M1434 to

Penang at 7.30am He returned to KLIA a couple of hours later.

Tajudin, together with the top brass of the airline, spent several hours
just before mdnight to inspect the operations at the flight nmanagenent
centre, where a special operations team had been assenbled with 1, 000
staff and vol unteers | ooking over every aspect of the airline's
operations.

He said even if all conventional commications failed, the crew would
still be able to conmunicate with ground control via the passenger
satellite tel ephones.

Taj udin even surprised the flight crew on one of the inbound flights,
MHO93 from Tokyo, when he contacted themvia the HF radi o as the Boei ng
747-400 aircraft was flying over Manila to wi sh thema happy new year. So
surprised were the pilots that when Tajudin indentified hinself, the
conmander of the aircraft, Capt Jalil Mat Dom who seened sceptical of
whom he was speaking to answered: "If you' re Tajudin, I am Mahathir!"
(Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad). Taj udin was anused.

Jalil told reporters on arrival that the flight fromMNarita Airport was
snooth, and the crew encountered no problens en route.

"When we took off fromMNarita, we were the only aircraft flying over the
Japanese airspace," he said, indicating the lowtraffic during the period
due to cancel | ati ons.
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