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MAS UPBEAT ON CARGO BUSI NESS

SERI KEMBANGAN, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Malaysia Airlines is upbeat about
its cargo business which has been growing since the airline noved its cargo
operations to the new Kual a Lunpur International Airport (KLIA)

"We are quite positive that the growh is going to be substantial as
sonme of the manufacturers have indicated to us that they plan to double
their exports,” MAS chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami told newsnmen after the
opening of the Air Freight Asia 2000 conference here by Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today.

He said MAS' cargo operations currently handl ed 400,000 tonnes of cargo
annual |y conpared with the 230,000 to 240,000 tonnes it handled at the
Subang Airport previously.

MAS cargo has the capacity to handle up to 650,000 tonnes of cargo at
the RMLO billion state of the art KLIA airport which began operations in
June 1998.

Tajudin said nore and nore manufacturers wanted their high value itens
to be noved with speed and MAS was doing its part through investnents.

He said MAS had invested RVMb40 nmillion for its cargo operations, which
i ncl uded the Advanced Cargo Centre systemto support the expansions of the
its air freight services.

However, some snall operators like truck and service operators have not
come up to fully support the airfreight industry with speed, he added.

As such there has been a break in the total |ogistics chain, he said,
adding that this issue needed to be addressed.

Resol ving the probl em has been nade even nore crucial with KLIA
becom ng popul ar as a transhi pnment point for air freight service.

For instance, he said, cargo bound for Europe conme as far as from
Kor ea.

"We have to do it as efficiently as possi ble because sone ot her
airports m ght beconme nore efficient and we will | ose our business," he
sai d. -- BERNAMA
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